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JULIA ©E GRAMONT, 



1 H E Duke deGramont was rich, 
great, and povverful, luxurious, 
haughty, and inflexible: a lovely 
wife, whofe alliance had doubled 
his immenfe property, had left him 
only tvvo daughters; but he was 
determined to remedy the misfor* 
tune of not having a fon, by the 
greateft aft of injuftice of which a 
father could bc capable — his eldeft 
VOL. I, B daughtcr 
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daughter was deftîned to tranfmk 
his name and poffeffions to pofterity 
by fome fplendid union, while the 
younger was devoted to a cloiftered 
life., 

Although the fate of Henrietta 
feemed to promife a milder profpedt 
than that of Julîa, yet Ihe was 
more indebted to her kind ftars, 
than to a parent, for her happinefs» 
Without confultmg her choice, or 
even her inclination, the Duke de 
Graniont concluded with the Count 
de Senanges a folemn treaty of mar- 
riage between their children ; and 
the young lady received the corn- 
mands of her father to quît, for a 
few hours> the convent where fhe 
hâd been educated with her iifter^ 

to 
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tp be prçfeijted to.the yçung Çcqnt, 
wlîom the nw week was to, uaitp 
to her fçV ever. 

, ThfÇ loYcly Hcnrictta, accuftomcd 
to obédience, exprcfled no oppofi- 
tion to this peremptory futnmonç; 
but her young hcart felc ail tbc 
lîorrprs, of which a mind is capable, 
that knows ûs doom inévitable; 
(lie dreaded jiotbing fo muçh as an 
union with one, whom fhc could not 
prefer.tq ail mankind. 

The appointed morning came ; 
with the moft painful émotions (he 
embraced hci:. fifter ; but (lie re* 
turned in the evening with a coun- 
tciiancc, which indicatçd, that. hcr 
apprchcnfions, had given place, to- 
tendergr fen.tiaiLents../* Ah, my 
Bz "dcar 
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'^ dear Julia !'* Ihe cxclaimed on en- 
tering, " felicitate your happy Hen- 
*^ rietta. — Monfieur de Senanges 
'^ is amiable; and I no loiiger 
^^ confider my approaching union 
^^ with him as a facrifice to duty. 
*^ But, alas ! my fifter, can I look 
'^ forward to a feparatioh from 
^^ you, wîthout the moft poignant 
*^ forrow ? Ah ! we will not, muft 
^^ not, part ! I fliall exaft, as a 
^^ proofofthe regard myriew lover 
" has profefled, the eriiployment 
" of his intereft with my father 
*^ to obtain permiffion for your 
*^ continuancc the firft twelve- 
*' month with me/' — " Rather," 
replied the lovely Julia, ** knowing 
^* too wcU my deftîny, why will you 

" not 
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^^ not teach me to avoîd a world 
*^ vvhiclî I muft one day renouqce 
" by the moft folemn vovvs/* 

The Duke de Gramont, de- 
lighted with the thoughts of the 
additional wealth, whîch a con- 
nexion with the Count would in- 
troduce into his family, was re- 
folved to celebrate the nuptials of 
his daughter, by every demonftra- 
tion of joy, AU his acquaintance 
received invitations to attend the 
ceremony ; and evcn the dcvoted 
Julia was fuffered to accompany 
her bridai fifter, and to exhibir, 
before an admiring multitude, that 
cnchaniing bcauty which a fathèr 
deftined to be entombcd for cver. 

B 3 The 
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The charming fifters obeycd thé 
commands of the Duke, by adorn- 
îng themfelves upon this day with 
a brilliancy fuîtable to the occa- 
fion. Their native beauty was 
heightened by every advantage, 
which the moft fplendid décorations 
could fupply ; and they appeared, 
before a gazing throng, like two 
dîvînitîes. Every eye was eager ro 
behold the lovely daughters of 
Gramont, who till that moment 
had never publîcly been feen be- 
yond the limits of their convent 
walls. 

Monfienr de Senanges, who 
from the firft hour of his introduc- 
tion had felt the irrefiftible in- 
fluence of Henrietta's attractions, 

led 
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}ed his beauteous bride to the alur, 
with a tranfported air; whcre the 
Duke prefentcd him with that hand, 
which formed the happinefs of his 
future life. 

The timid Julia, with downcaft 
cyes, followed her fifter's ftcps, 
vainly attempting to élude the 
attention of the nunierous gazers, 
that furrounded them. Four years 
younger than Madame de Senanges, 
Madenioifelle deGramont was fomc 
nionths turned of eighteen; and 
that beauty, which promifed her 
innumerable conquefts, (hone in its 
full meridian : éducation had added 
every grâce to the embelhQiments 
of nature ; Julia having received, 
fince her dawning infancy, each 
B 4 fenti- 
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fentiment, winch could ennoble and- 
correft the heart, from the atten- 
tions of a moft exceHent and ac- 
complifhed woman, who was placed 
with thefe lovely fifters at the con- 
vent, and who poflefled a heart 
fraiight with every virtue. 

Madame de Tourville loved her 
young pupils with maternai fond^ 
nefs ; fhe had been the bofom 
frîend and companion of the 
Duchefs of Gramont ; who, in her 
îaft moments, recommended their 
intlint minds to her cultivation ^ 
and ihe difcharged the facred truft, 
with a flrength of attachment^, 
which was rewarded on their part 
by every mark of filial affeélion.- 
1 he young heart of Julia, while 

in 
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in the convent, fubmltted to kï 
duU uniformity with apparent re- 
fignation, though fecretly lament- 
ing a dcftiny which excluded her 
for ever from a world (he was fo 
well qua-Ufied toadorn. If Made- 
moifcUe de Gramont had formed' 
high notions of the allurcments q£ 
fociety, the gay and fplendid fcencs^ 
which now prefentcd themfclves to 
her view,. realized every idea ; the 
thoughts of a convent vaniflied 
from her mind, and gave place to 
the brilliant vifion before her. 

When in the evening the Com- 
pany affcmhled in a magnificent 
ball-room, thînking Madame de 
Tourville, who feldom quittcd her, 
was near^ *^ My^God," exclaimcd 

aie. 
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flic, *^ what a delightfiil place ! Oh, 
*' my dear monitrefs, the world, 
^^ which you reprefented joylefs as 
^^ a defert, appears to me a para- 
'' dife !"— " A fpot inhabited by 
" an angel like yourfelf, Madam/* 
replied a voice clofe behind her, 
** would render a defert heaven!'^ 
The tîmid Julia ftarted ; and, 
blufhing at the unguarded wordy, 
that had efcaped her, turned haftily 
around, when fhe perceived this 
gallantry was addreffed to her by 
the young Chevalier de Soiflbns, 
whom Monfieur de Senanges had 
already prefented to her as his fa- 
vourite friend. Almoft at the famé 
înftant the Count, advancing, 
heightened her confufion, by re- 

quefting 
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quefting her to honour the Che- 
valier wîth her hand in the dance ; 
Ihe anfwered not, but by her 
bliiflilng confufion appeared irrefo- 
lute ; till Madame de Tourville, 
approaching ; *^ The Duke, Ma- 
*' dcmoifelle," faid fhe, ** com- 
*^ mands you to accept the partner 
** whoin the Count de Senanges 
*^ (hall prefent to you." The 
yoùng Chevalier, thus aiithorifed, 
taking the hand which Julia yielded 
whh. a graceful dîgnity, led his 
fair partner to join the myftic 
dance. 

Fourteen days were fpent in a 
confiant fucceflîon of diverfions ; 
whcn now the feafon of the year, 
which was the advanccd fpring, 

had 
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had difperfed the noblefle to their 
refpeâive caftles, a day was fixed 
for the removal of the young 
Count and Countefs de Senanges. 
Henrietta and Julia, who were en- 
deared to each other by the ten- 
dereft affedlion, faw the period 
approach, with the agitations of 
hope and fear ; they mutually 
dreaded a feparation ; Henrietta 
could not think of refigning her 
fifter, without the moft poignant 
regret ; nor could Julia, uninoved, 
refleét upon her return to a foli- 
tude, now rendered more abhor- 
rent than ever from her inclinations. 
The Count was too tenderly at- 
tached to his charming wife to fee 
herweep, without interefting himfelf 

in 
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în her concern ; and Mademoifellc 
de Gramont was too amiable not to 
make Monfieur de Senanges foli- 
citous for her continuance with her 
fifter : he made a pcrfonal appli- 
cation to the Duke ; who, judging 
of his difpofition by his own, inia- 
gined, that he might venture to 
intruft the devoted Julia to the 
care of thofe, whofe intereft it was 
that (he (hould take the veil. — 
" I refign her to your entreaties," 
faîd he — ** but remember, flie îs 
** an ofFering dedicated to heaven, 
** 1 rely upon your guarding her 
*^ conduft, and preventing . the 
** poffibility of her forming any 
*^ engagements, incompatible with 
" thofe facred vows, which it îs my 

** fixed 
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** fixed détermination fhe (hould 
** accomplilh. After a fcw months 
^^ fpent with the Countefs, her 
*^ fifter, I (hall reftore her to the 
" convent, which vvill fecure her 
" from the temptations of a dan- 
^^ gerous world; and her proba- 
** tionary year muft then com- 



mence/' 



The young Count flew with rap- 
tures to his lovely wife, bearing 
the tidings of unhoped fuccefs; 
and they quitted Paris the next day 
to enjoy repofe in the enchanting 
retreats of the caftle of Senanges, 
after the fatigues of gaiety and 
diffipation. 

During the nuptial feftivity, Ma- 
demoifelle de Gramont had beheld 

herfelf 
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herfelf the little deity, at whofe 
Ihrine was offered univerfal bo- 
rnage ; her beauty, hcr youth, hcr 
modefty, her fweetnefs, were irrc- 
fiftible attradîons : but the ad- 
miration of hundreds was unrc- 
garded by her; diffimulation and 
coquetry were ftrangers to that in- 
nocent bofom, animated only by 
the délicate fenfibility of confcious 
innocence. The attentions of the 
amiable and accompliflied Au- 
guftus de Soiflbns were the only 
attentions which flie obfervcd, ard 
received with pie: l'ure — a fimilarity 
of difpofitions and kindrcd virtncs 
foon imperceptibly united their 
affeftions. Tcnderly, however, as 
Monfieur de Soiflbns lovcd the 

fair 
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fâir fifter of Henrietta, the fecret 
for fome time was divulged only 
•by his eyes; his lips were clofcd 
m timid filence; lie trembled at 
:the idea of hazarding a rejeftion : 
^too fenfible that the happinefs or 
mifery of hîs future life dcpended 
on a rcturn of his difinterefted 
.paffion, he was confcious that he had 
no pretenfions to the daughter of 
<Trainont ; and, beîng the youngeft 
of three brothers, that he could 
alone hope to advance hîs fortune 
tfrom a fuccefe in military honourst. 
The day before they quitted Paris 
^thc Chevalier repaired to the hôtel 
de Senanges, to take his leavc of 
this amiable family : he found 
his friend ei^gaged in acquainting 

the 
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the filters with his fuccefsful èm- 
bafly to the Duke. " Corne Soif- 
fons," crîed the Count, *^ partakc 
of our domeftic felicity ; you mufl: 
follow us to Senanges, and parti- 
cipate our rural pleafures." The 
invitation was too flattering to 
Auguftus, to meet with a rejcftjon : 
his impaffioned looks fought the 
averted eyes of Julia, tenderly 
anxious to difcover her fentimcnts ; 
and he quitted the hôtel, with a 
promife of rejoining the family 
Ihortly at Senanges, 

Mademoifelle de Gramont ac- 
companied her fifter with a fatif- 
faftion, heightened by her fears, 
that the Duke would not hâve grant- 
cd fuch a proof of his indulgence. 
VOL I. C A few 
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A few months extenfion of lîberty 
fecmcd to her an agc of delight ; 
and flie loft even thc ideas of her im- 
pending fatc, in the fcene of prefent 
happinefs. Hope, that infinuating 
delufive phantom, the heart's gay 
flatterer in our fpring of life, ba- 
ni(hed awhile each painful appre- 
henfion ; and her gentle bofom 
became the ferenc repofitory of 
fmiling plcafure. 

The arrivai of the Count de ' 
Scnanges at hîs caftle was foon 
followed by that of the Chevalier 
de Soiflbns : he was received with 
joy by his beloved friend, with thc 
cordiality of frieniKhip by the 
Countefs, and by her fair frfter 
^th délicate refervc, and filent 

fweetttefs:^ 
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fwcetnefs : Julîa appeared to her 
enamoured lover with ten thoufand 
new and undifcovered grâces : if, 
amidil the blaze of jewels and pa- 
rade of ornamcnt, (lie ihone with 
. unrivalled charms ; how confpicu- 
oufly beamed the native iovelinefs 
ofherperfon, in theunadorned fim- 
plijcity of her country attire! if the 
brîlliant Mademoifclle de Gramont 
had attraded Monfieur de Solfions; 
liow did the rural Julia fafcinatc 
liis heart! 

For fome days the tîmorous Au- 
guftus impofed upon his tongue a 
facrcd filence ; wbichhowever left 
no ojne in ignorance at the caille 
•pf an attachment, vîfible in his 
cvery look and aftion; and, fatally 
C 2 for 
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for the lovely Julia, her bofom be- 
came but too fenfible ,of the merits 
of the amiable Chevaliet-. 

Madame de Tourville beheld 
wîth regret this mutual flame, an- 
tîcîpating the evils it would inevi- 
tably caufe. She was a thoufand 
times tempted to point out th'e 
danger to her young charge, and 
to offer every argument in her 
povver, tô erafe, if poffible, fo un- 
fortunate a prepoffeflîon : her pru- 
dence and difcretion hovvever con- 
vinced her, on rcfleétion, that, by 
informitîg Julia of the difcovery 
(he had made, flie could only in- 
creafe a paffion, which the recollec- 
tion of her faif friend might fmd- 
ther in its birth. Madame de 

Tourville, 
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ToiirvUle, fatisfîed from thefe'con- 
frderations, hînted only her appre- 
henfions of the dangcrous confe* 
qucnces of this inaufpicious love ta 
Madame de Senanges, and iirgcd 
the ftrongeft reafons for prevailing 
on the Chevalier to quit an objeét 
fo irrefiftibly charming : notwith- 
ftandîng ail his virtues, ihe was too 
well aflured the hand of Julia çouîd 
never be obtained from a fathcr fo 
inflexible : the Countefs fuffercd 
her tendernefs for her fifter, ta 
filence thefe objedions, and to fub- 
due her fears ; Ihe indulged a hope 
that the Duke de Graniont might 
be diflbadcd, by the Count's inter- 
pofition, from his firft dcfign, and 
that their joint entreaties might 
C 3 prevail 
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prtrait upon her Êuher, to unité 
his ckughter to the objeft of her 
affeéHoDS^ and to grant her a (harc 
in that fortune, too ample for the 
difinterefled fpirit of Monfieur and^ 
Madame de Senanges. 

Madame de Tourville, who bet» 
ter kncw the inexorable temper of 
the haughty Duke, felt ail the 
weaknefs of thefe fallacious argu- 
ments : flie waited in filent forrow 
the event of an attachment whicb 
fwrenrifed nothing but the moft 
poignant difappointment ; confirm- 
ing herfelf in the refolution not ta 
mention the fatal fubjeft to Màde-- 
moifelle de Gramont : but, not- 
withftanding ail her caution to 
prevent any opporrunity for the 

déclaration 
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déclaration of thc Chevalier*s fcn- 
timents, the young lovcrs had cx- 
chaDged their mutual vows, with- 
out refleding on the unfurmount- 
able obftacle, which oppofed Aeir 
wilhes : abforbed only in the tender 
fympathy of a virtuous paflionj 
they faw not the dangers wbich fui:- 
rounded them. 

The innocent Julîa, whea (hç 
Iwd betrayed tbe fecoet) of h^r 
heart to her beloved Auguftus, as 
a reward due to the avowal of bis 
generous flame, untutored in the 
wiles of difguife, flew to her fifter,. 
and beloved monitrcfe, to whom,. 
with bluûiing cheek, Ihe told her 
artléfs taie. Madame de Tourville 
wept over her young charge in' 
C 4 fpeechlefs 
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fpeechlefs forrow; but Henrietta 
embracing Julia, aflured her, that 
the Count would ufe every per- 
fuafive argument with the Duke 
de Gramont, to promote their 
union. The young lovers, flat- 
tered by ideas fo alKirîi^, fuffered 
the fweet enchantrefs Hope to fuf- 
pend every fear, that threatened 
obflacleâ to their mutual happinefs: 
but alas ! too foon the vifionary 
fcene was changed. 

A Courier from the Duke de 
Gramont brought difpatches to the 
Count, which deftroyed each tender 
cxpeftation love had formed. The 
contents were to the following ef- 
fedV ; that ** an alliance. with one 
** of the moft illullrious familles in 
. " France 
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^^ France having been propofed to 
** him, he hàd altered his dcfign» 
^* relative to JuUa ; who, he could 
^* not doubt, would joyfully ex- 
*-^ change thc retirement of a con- 
" vent, for the fplendid deftiny, 
^* which now awaited her: tha£ 
** thoiigh the perfonage who had 
** fo generoufly diftinguifhed his 
*^ daughter by the ofFer of his dif- 
" interefted hand, without the con- 
f* fideration of fortune, was paft 
** the meridian of his âge; there 
" was yet nothing in his figure, or 
** addrefs, which could difpleafe 
5^ an unprejudiced eye, He added, 
** that though he could fcarce ad- 
** mit an idea contrary to the 
** opinion he had formed of the 

" duty 
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•* duty and obédience of Julîa; 
** yet, werc ic poffible flie coirid 
•* encourage the leaft répugnance to 
** comply wîth his commands, thar 
•* a convent would be her foie altcr- 
^^ native; to whofe evcrlafting con- 
" finement hc fliould immediatclf 
•^confign hcr, with a parent*^s 
••curfe upon her rcbeHîous head!** 
A moumful filence foUowed the 
conclufion of thîs fatal letter, whîch 
blâfted the hopes of the m<^ ami- 
able paît;, that love had ever united. 
After a pathetic paufe, Julîa, 
tlafping together her uplifted 
hands, while her countenance pour- 
trayed her agonizing mind, thus 
exclaimed ; " Since then I muft 
** become aviftim, I will renounce 

^' a world, 
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♦' a world, whcre happincfs h not 
•' my lot.— Yes, cruel father? 
*^ your daughtcr, doomed by you 
^* tO' wretchednefs, (hali keep ac 
^^ leaft hcr faith invidate : denied 
** the privilège of beftûwing my 
*« hand> where I hare gitcti rtif 
•' heart ; M other mortal fliall re- 
'* ceive my Vows ^ — to God and 
•' hearvcn I dévote myfelf from 
** this hour.. Open your maffy 
^^ bars, ye hallowed walls t admit, 
**for the Ikd remnant of hcr 
** wretched days, a haplefs facrifice 
** to filial duty.'* As (he pronoun- 
€ed thefe w<«rds ïhe funk upon the 
ground ; where Aie remained fome 
moments oppreffed by animated^ 
fpeechlefs, woe ! 

The 
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The Chevalier, refting on one 
knee, fupported in his arms the 
beauteous viftim, with every mark 
of unutterable defpair imprinted 
on his features ; while the Countefs 
and Madame de Tourville, Ineapa- 
ble of offcring confolation, vented 
their grief in tears : Monfieur de 
Senanges, though ftrongly moved, 
was the firft who broke the folemn 
filence : he had taken time foc 
refleftion, and remonftrated to his 
afflifted audience, that thefe demon-r 
ftrations of concern were unavail- 
ing, and they fliould rather invoke 
the aid of reafon toaflîft in refolving 
whîch alternative Mademoifelle de 
Gramont could choofe in a café 
fo abfolute. " Then,'* exclaimed 

the 
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thc defpa'iring lover, continuîng on 
his knees, and grafpîng thc hand 
of the fair ftatue, " Ict me conjure 
** my fweet, my adorable Julîa', 
** by ail our promifed happinefs, 
** by ail thofe vows we regiftcrcd 
^* in heaven, to take the only me- 
" thod fate allovvs for one ray of 
"'^ future hope : feclude not from 
" my fight, by an eternal fepara- 
" tlon, that beauteous form : ~ 
** The barriers of a convent muft 
*^ be ever (hut to love and me : — 
" Oh! rather obey a cruel father/* 
** Hovv, Chevalier !" interrupted 
Mademoifelle de Gramont, rifing, 
^* is it from y ou I receîve fuch a 
** propofal ? Can Auguftus bccome 
^* advocate in a rival's caufc, and 

«< urge 
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^* urge me tp trapsfer to anqther 

•** that cfte^m, which I h^4 vqwc^ 

" to bim f'' '' Hcavea ferbid/' 

iXiepJied tbe Chevalier wkh an im*- 

yaffioned look,— ^^ referye for h^p 

^* pier days that invaluable heart, 

^* to bkfe the fakhful Soiflbns; 

••^ whpfe conflancy no time fhall 

** ihake^ and fecure by this foie 

"** though dreadful means tjiy wi- 

-" dovvcd hand to him.'* She 

;gazed for a moment with fixed 

âftoniihment, then exclaimed — ^ 

^^ And fliall that Julia, whofe delir 

^* cacy of fentîmcnt you hâve fo 

^^ partially approved; (hall fhe with 

*** unprecedented diflionow vow ai 

" 4iie iàcred altar faith to a huf- 

"^^ bandj while J^er apoftate heart 

-** cherilhes 
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>* chcrifhcs the remembranc of « 

" lover/' '' Can then that 

** beart be lefs délicate towards thy 
*' God !" xeplied the Chevalier; 
** and while it fcruples to deceive 
" a mortal, will it not xecoU with 
** horror from the idea of ofïèring 
*^ impiûus vows at his (hrine,whofe 
** omnîfcient cye fées ail things ?'' 
Thefe words funk deep into tbc 
mind of Julia, already imprefled 
by the foft pleadings of refiftlefs 
love; (he paufed, and thus pro- 
ceeded : " Alas ! how wretched is 
** my fate ; — condemned to de- 
*' ceive my hulband, or betray my 
*' God ! But Chevalier/' (he con- 
tinued, affuming an air of dignity, 
*^ if vanquiflxed by your argu- 

*^ ments. 
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*^ ments, I fhould fo fer comba^ 
** with the prepofleffions of my 
** heart, as to fecrifîce my deareft 
** afFeftions to my duty ; will you 
** fwear ncver voluntarily to fee 
** me more ? or, (hould unavoîd- 
*^ able chance bring you into my 
*^ prefence, can you forget the 
** lover in the friend ? for ah ! 
*' Auguftus, thefe tears are the laft 
" teflimoalcs, whîch honour can 
^' permit, of an atrachment un- 
*^ fanftified by heaven. — Farewell! 
*' wilh not to detain me, left you 
** weaken my faint refolves ; fufFer 
" me to withdraw to my aparté 
" ment, wLere I fhall endeavour 
'^^ at leaft to fteel my heart againft; 
^* a tendernefs, fo fatal to my peace 

and 
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*' âhd to the obédience I owc a 
" fathcr. Farewell ! and remem- 
*' ber too, amiable Soiflbns, that if 
" I yield to fuch reafons, thcy 
" werc urged by you ; and the 
*^ facrifice I make is too furely 
^^ that of love, yet more than 
^^ duty," — With thefe words, tak- 
ing Madame de Tourville by the 
hand, fhe precipitately left the 
room. Monfieur de Soiflbns, not- 
withftanding her prohibition, would 
hâve intercepted the retreat of . 
Mademoifelle de Gramont, but 
was withheld by the Count; who, 
with the Countefs, urged every 
perfuafion to reconcile his fubmîf- 
fion to an event inévitable. They 
flattered him with the idea, that, 
D . as 
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às the deftined hufband of thcii 
Julia was in the décline of life^ 
an early widowhood might fet her 
hand at liberty. He faintly fmiled^ 
tvhile hîs bofom heaved a gentlé 
fighj confeffing, that he catched 
at this hated marriage as the laft 
refource of defpairing hope, con- 
fcious that it could alone fecure 
hîm from the more infupportable 
evilof feeing her, on whom his foui 
doated, torn irrevocably from him 
by thofe vows, whîch not even 
time itfelf had povver to cancel. His 
illuftrious friends ftrengthened him 
in thefe infpiring hopes ; but they 
found great difficulty in perfuading 
him to ï^linquifh the thoughts of 
another interview with Julia, 

which 
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whidi coold havc yielded no confo- 
lation to either party, but muft hâve 
inevitably been produftivc of the 
keeneft pangs in the hour of répa- 
ration. To thefe remonftrances 
the Chevalier yielded with reluft* 
ance ; and^ leaving a pathetic letter 
to his lofl Julia^ in the hands of 
her fifter, he threw himfelf into 
the carriage, and committed him- 
felf to th.e conduft of his friend^ 
^who was anxious to accompany 
him to Paris) : he took a tender 
leave of the fair Countefs, with a 
promife to renew his vifit, whcn 
the too lovely Julia had been torn 
from their embrace. 

While Auguftus, previous to 

his departure, was employcd irx 

D2 writing 
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writîng a fad adieu to the objcd 
of his deareft wiflies, the Count 
fat down to anfwer the Dukefs 
arbitrary letter, with the informa- 
tion of his daughter*s immédiate 
fubmiffion to his commands. He 
then requefted an interview with 
Mademoifelle de Gramont, whom 
he tenderly affured, that he would 
accompany the Chevalier, and 
hoped to return in a day or two, 
with the pleafing intelligence of 
his friend's refignation to his fate. 
** Yes/^ replied the beauteous 
mourner, endeavouring in vain to 
fupprefs her émotions, " you muft 
*' aîd him to forget an objeft, but 
" a few (hort weeks ago totally^ 
" unknown to him. — Fatal acr 
^^ quaintance ! 
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" quaîntancc ! yct perhaps hc may 
^^ find the talk lefs arduous than 
" his prefent fentiments may çon- 
^' ceive. Time ^nd eternal ab» 
^' fence will efface a paffion fo ill- 
*^ fated, fo unavailing ! But, alas ! 
^^ what horrors now await the 
^^ wretched Julia ! Heaven per- 
^* mits her not, in folitude, to 
*' breathe her forro.ws ; even the 
^* fad luxury of grief muft be de- 
^^ nied to her, whofe perjured 
^^ tongue îs doomed to utter vows 
^^ which a répugnant heart can 
** never féal. Oh, Soiflbns ! what 
^^ a facrifice hâve you impofed, 
" and I fubmitted to/'— As fhe 
clofed this fentence, the power of 
woe feemed to fupprefs her plaîn- 
D 3 tive 



( 38 ) 

tîve voice, and flie funk upon a 
fofa, overwhelmed by tears. The 
feeling heart of the Cou ne de Se- 
nanges was fenfibly affeâed ; and,' 
unable to reftrain the force of hîs 
émotions, he committed this dear^ 
difconfolate, and lovely fifter, to 
the foothing attentions of Madame 
de Tourville, and precipîtately 
irufhed out of the apartment. 
When the carnage drove froni 
the door, the weeping Countefs 
haftened to her Julia : (he ap- 
proached, and folded her to her 
bofom; the fweet mourner raifed 
her humid eyes, and gazing at 
Henrietta with expreffivé eameft- 
nefs, ^' Ah," exclaimed fhe, " he 
^* is then gone ! Julia muft never 

" fee 
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«^ fce Auguftus more! Hcavcn,4t 
*^ is thy decree, and I fubmit ; 
*^ farewellhappinefs— ye vifionary 
^* hppes, farcwell ! Corne, filial 
" duty, animate my heart wîth thy 
^^ tyrannie laws ; let me be ail 
^^ the daughter —— my fatherl 
** thou art well rcvenged : that re^ 
^^ bel child who dared, wîthoùt 
^' parental fanftîon, to receive the 
*^ vows of love, by the fkcrifice of 
^* her worldly felicity, (hall expiate 
^' her guilt/' 

From that hour ' Màdemoîfeîlô 
de Gràmont endeàvoured to affumè 
an air of refignation ; and, befeech- 
ing the Countefs and Madame de 
Tourville to namc no more before 
her an objedt whom honour now 
D4 required 
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requîrçd her to bani(h as mucb as 
poffible froro her remembranee, 
flie had the heroîc refolution ta 
refufe accepting the letter whîch 
her fifter, in juftice to the Che- 
valier's laft requeft, could not for-» 
bear ofFering ; but her looks^ her 
lîghs, confefled the (àcrifice fliç 
made to that delicacy of fentiment, 
wbich eminently diftinguiflied hçr 
charafter. 

The foUowîng mbrnîng, Hcn-. 
rietta receîved a letter from the 
Count, informing her, that he 
found it neceffary to retard his 
return to Senanges, for two days, 
as he was unwilling to forfake his 
unfortunate friend, while he re- 
mainçd in Paris : that it was the 

intention 
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intention of the Chevalier to com- 
ply with the wifhes of his father, 
from whom he found a lettcr, re- 
quefting his prefence for a fcv^ 
days. Madame de Senanges felt 
a momcntary regret, that (he mufl: 
niourn the abfence of her lord^ 
at a period when ihe ftood fo much 
in need of his tender confolation ; 
but friendfhîp prevailed over every 
felfifti confideration ; and ihe fub- 
mitted with that difinterefted grâce 
which ever marked her aftîons. 
The day but one preceding the 
expefted return of the Count, the 
fudden arrivai of the Duke de 
Gframont roufed the mournîng 
fifters from their lethargy of forrow» 

Accuftomed 
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Âccuftomed co fee this awfial 
father, from their earlieft in&ncy, 
with terror, what wcrc thcir emo^ 
tions upon the prefenc occafion ! 
Hcnrictta, who, by her obédience 
in accepting a deftined hufband, 
had nothing to fear for herfelf; 
had every thing to drcad for a 
beloved fifter, Ihould (he flnd her- 
felf unequal to the talk of fubttiit- 
îng to hîs commands with refig- 
nation. The abfence of the Count 
'was now rendered more partîcularly 
painful ; and flie appeared before 
her father with agitations, which 
were vifible in her coimtenance. 
When (he informed him, that 
IMonfieur de Senangés was detaîned 
at Paris, the Duke replied, he 

fhould 
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fliould thcn requcft that hd would 

join thcm at the houfe of hîs 

future fon-in-law, whîther he ex* 

pefted the Countcfs "would attend 

her fifter, who was the next day 

to be united to her illuftrious lord. 

He commanded her to préparé 

Julia for thîs event; adding, that 

he ihouid remain at Senanges that 

nighty and accompany them in 

their (hort joumey, to bc prcfent 

hîmfelf at the célébration of a 

marriage which gave an alliance of 

fuch importance to his family. A 

filent acquiefcencc was the oniy 

reply that Madame de Senanges 

was capable of mailings to a com<* 

mand fhe well knew was abfolute. 

His perfonal appearance on this 

occafion 
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cccafion fufficicntly proved the 
decree unalterable. The Duke 
kept the name of this boafted un-* 
known a profound fecret ; and his 
daughters were totally indifièrent 
to a circumflance of little moment 
to minds abforbed in real grie£ 
Henrietta dreaded to i^iform her 
fifter of the (hort interval of her 
liberty; but Julia fupported the 
fudden event with a fortitudc Ihe 
little expefted. A viftîm (he was 
dcftined to be, axid a vidim (he 
was determined to yield hcrfelf to 
an inexorable father, without pre- 
fuming to oppofe any ufelefs eiForts 
for the delay of a facrifice frora 
which (he was too well convinced, 
fio tears could refeue her. 

The 
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The Duke de Gramont had 
brought with him a profufion of 
coftly ornaments to decoratc thc 
lovely ofFering he dedicated to hi$ 
ambition, . 

Wrappcd in thc infcnfibility of 
private forrow, the blooming Julia 
fufFcred herfelf to be arrayed foc 
facrifice. Serene dejeftion fat up- 
on her countenance, and her mild 
eyes werc cxpreflive of the refigna- 
tion (he had impofed upon a heart 
alive to every fentiment of filial 
duty. 

The Duke's équipage led the 
way; for fome leagues theypurfued 
thc road to Paris; but,-fuddenly 
changing their diredion, they 
ftruck into a différent route : thç 

fun 
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fuo was decliniog wiien thc cur- 

riagcs eotered tbe gâtes oi a fiâteiy 

édifice; where, oq alighting, a 

band of mufic inftaody ftruck up, 

attemptingy in notes of fprightly 

harmony, to animate the ibul with 

joy. Thcjr were receîved by a no- 

bleman of majeftic mien, who, 

advanced in years, appeared witb 

a countenance expreffive of beoe- 

volence, tendemefs, and dignity. 

To him thc Duke prcfented his 

beauteous trembling daughter ; he 

faluted her with an air of blended 

admiration and refpeâ:. 

Refrelhments of varions kinds 
having been offered, fome foldfng 
doors were thrown open, and dif- 
covcrcd a chapel grandly illumi- 

nated;^ 
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iiated, at whofe altar the iacrcd 
knot was tied. 

The lovely Julîa fupportcd hcr* 
felf through the folemn fervicc, 
and pronounced the fatal vow, with 
a firmnefs which aftonifiied and de«> 
lighted the Countefs and Madame 
de Tourville. At the conclufion 
of the ccremony, hcr father youch- 
fafed to beftow the blefling, which 
hîs kneeling chîld implored, wlth 
a frigid haughtinefs that vifibly 
ftruck hcr new lord, who, raifing 
the duteous fuppliant, tenderly 
aflured her, that it (hpuld be the 
conftant endeavour of hîs life to 
merît the happinefs and honour (he 
had deigned to confer on him. 

The 
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The DlJzc de Grunoor uîdi* 
driving liiih hs doUc loo in» 
sn L^fjo^iing roooi, dicîr wckomc 
2bfrece penniited che moumful 
brkk to rrlicve thc oppirffiÔD (tf 
her hezit by a torrcni «rf* tears: 
hcr fympathizîng fiftcr wept ovcr 
her Julia, while Madame de Tour- 
ville appeared lofl in thoughc, re* 
volving in her mind the(e ftrange 
events. The fweet objeft of thîs 
interefting grief was the firft who 
broke the pathetic filcnce. Sud» 
denly recoUefting herfelf, flie 
wiped away the traces of her woe ; 
and, with a look of gentleft re- 
fignation, ** forbear/' ihe faid, 
*^ my fifter, and my friend, to feel 
*^ for her, who is now herfelf be- 
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*' corne indiffèrent to ail the 
*^ world. I haVe been cnablcd tô 
" fulfil the duty of a daiighter; 
** and I dare hope that the vow, 
*^ which has fo recently united me 
^* by the moft facred of engagc- 
'* ments to the huiband df a fa- 
^^ ther's choîce, will infpire ail my 
'^ attempts towards the extinftion 
** of fentiments inconfiftent with 
'^ the duties of a virtuous wife/* 
She ftifled the rifing figh — ^re- 
pulfed another ftarting tear ; and, 
afluming an air of tranquillity, Ihe, 
at the re-entrance of her fathcr and 
her lord, bore but faintly on her 
countenance the traces of a forrow, 
Ihe fecretly cheriftied in the remote 
recefles of her heart. 
VOL. I. ^ E Th« 
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The ncxt m<M:mng, when break- 
faft re-affibtnbkd the family^ thcy 
met in a gothic temple, upon the 
banks of a beautiful river which 
meandered through the extenfive 
gardens of the caftle* While they 
were viewing the romantîç foene 
before them, the Lord of this gay 
abode informed Madame de Se- 
nanges that the Count her hufband 
wouldjoînher in a few hours, to 
partake of the feftivitics préparée 
for the célébration of thefe happy 
nuptials. *^ It is this day, Madam,^ 
^d he, turning to his penfivc 
bride, *^ that I intend to acknow» 
^^ ledge publicly the diftinûion you 
** hâve çondefcended to confer on 
*^ me, and to prefent you to a 

circle 
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** circleofnumcrousandilluftrioui 
•* frîends, with the dîgnîty duc to 
*^ your exalted rank. I muft like- 
** wifeintroduce toyôu thrcefons, 
*^ who are haftcnîng hithcr to pay 
*^ their homage to thc moft zmiih 
** ble of mothcrs.— 

'^ Permit me to rcqueft that you 
** will deîgn to grâce thîs feftival; 
** by appearing with a brillîanCy 
*^ fuitable to thc occafion — ^beauty, 
*' like yours, it is true, can re- 
** ceive no addition from the hhtt 
** of jewels — but your quaWty de* 
** mands it." 

He âccompanîed thefe words by 

prefentîng her with a caiket of 

fumptuous diamonds.— Julia ït- 

Ccivèd them with a iîgh, whîch, to 

£ z thofe 
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thofe who knew the fîtuation of hcf 
hcart, fpoke a reludtant acqui*' 
cfcence. 

At thc end of the repaft, the 
ladies retired to decorate, with un- 
wclcome fplendor, a vidîm-bride, 
who fufFered herfelf to be adorned^^ 
without feeling the lead intereft in 
the performance. Everjr art was 
exhaufted to heighten the luftre oi 
her native charms; andfhe quitted 
her apartment, to attend the Coun- 
tefs, the moû dazzling, the moft 
enchanting figure that imagination 
could paint. 

During-the duties of the toilet, 
her women had more than once 
given her the title of Madame the 
Marchionefs; but her foul^ abforbed 

in 
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în forrow, paîd little attention to a 
circumftancc totally indiffèrent tç 
her: the prefence of thefe officious 
attendants prevented the poflibility 
of their charming miftrefs having 
an opportunity of unbofoming the 
various émotions of lier foui — at 
length (he found herfelf at liberty 
from fo irkfome a conftraint, and 
(he was entering upon the fubjeâ: 
ef her forrows, whcn her eyes were 
attrafted by the moft intereftlng 
objeft they could behold. 
. The window at which (he flood 
commanding the flight of fteps 
which led into the hall, the hafty 
driving of a carriage to the door 
engaged her attention, — *— But 
E 3 what 
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what was hçr ûtuwon when (bc 
beheld the Chevalier cle SoiffoM 
fpông from it! ûxe clafped her 
hwds in an agony of di{tre&«^ 

^* Alas!" (he exclaimed, ^^ tq 
^^ complète my woes, and to aver- 
** throw the firm refolutions of my 
*^ foui, that dear, perfidious,. ba*» 
^* nilhed lover, cornes to be the 
*^ cruel witnefe of a compUance 
*^ he himfelf extorted from the 
** wretched Julia ! 

** Or rather," continucd Ihe, 
recoUefling herfelf, and gazing 
wildly with a look of terror, ** an> 
^* I not loft for ever ! and is not 
*^ the unfortunate Auguftus the foa 
'' of JuliAhufbaïad!'' 

The 
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The appearance of Madame de 
Tourville too fooii confirmcd thefe 
fatal conjtftures. 

She had crôfled the faloon as 
Monfieur de Soiffons entered ît, 
when the unexpefted (îght of each 
other revealed the fad myftery— * 
Madame de Tourville h«diiooppor«^ 
tunity of replying to hts exclama^ 
tîon at the fight of her ; the attend^ 
îr^ domeftics reftramed her c?mo^ 
tiens, and the Count de Scnangea > 
whofe arrivai had preeeded that àf 
the Chevalier but a few momcfnts^ 
meeting him at this junéhire, ané 
feizing him by the arm, they* botR 
fhut thcmfeives into a ftnall adjoin- 
ing apartment. 

E4 The 
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The two ladîes urged eycry 
foothing argument to arm the 
Marchionefs de Solfions to bear 
this new and unexpeâed trial^ and 
to fupport an unavoidable inter- 
view with firmnefs. Monfieur de 
Senanges, foon requefting admit- 
tance into the dreffing room of the 
Countefs, attempted to affuage the 
émotions of her lovely fifter — ^he 
affured her that his friend had pro- 
mifed to conceal every agitation of 
his heart, and to pay his refpeâs 
to the wife of his father, without 
giving the world fufpicion that he 
was his rival. 

'* Ah, Count !" cried the Mar- 
chionefs, diflblving into tears, 
^* how (hall I fupport the horrors 

" of 
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." of this day ? — opprefled by ac- 
•' cumulated forrows, loft, for evcr 
^^ loft, to happinefs, from the fatal 
*^ moment when duty urgcd me 
*' to facrifice my hand, y et do I 
^^ now feel a redoubled weight of 
*^ woe. Oh, Soiffons ! Soiflbns ! 
f^ thou haft undone my peace of 
f^ mind for ever, in cxadting my 
^^ compliance with this ill-fated 
^^ marriage ! Would to heaven, 
^^ that, in refigning thee, I had, in 
*^ the oblivion of a convent, taken 
^^a facred refuge!" 

She ceafed, and fat for fome mo- 
ments, overwhelmed by an agony 
of grief : but (he was foon roufed 
by an embaffy from the Marquis, 
requefting to be honoured with 

her 
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lier prefcnce m tke crowded kalf. 
She ftarted at tbe fummons; and, 
as if inrpired by ibme fupeïBatural 
power, (he wiped tbe fears tbat 
trcmbkd in hcr eye^ and, with a 
look of fweeteft compcfarc, mcyred 
td the door : the Marctuis met her 
kl tbe antichamber ; and^ exprefl^ 
ing the admiration witb whicb he 
beheld' her ftriking beauty, be led 
her to the expefting circle, wbere 
cvery dazzled eye was fîxed on ber 
alone. The Marquis firft prefented 
bis fons, who bowed, and faluted 
her hand : when flle had recerved 
riî€ cold congratulations of the two 
elder brothers, vvho- (urveyed their 
bridai mother witil- tooks of difap* 
pointed avarice, what weœ her agi* 

tations 



( 59 y 

tarions to behold hcr lover, funk 
on one knee, advancing to his lip 
her trcmbling hand ! — thcy wcrc 
both incapable o^ fpeech, but theîr 
eycs were éloquent : yct, fortu- 
nately, their mutual confudon was 
unobferved; and the Marchioneft 
turned round fo precipîtateîy, to 
yeceive thc compliments of the 
Company, that the Chevalier had an 
opportunity of qudtting the room, 
\mperceivcd by ail but Madame 
de Tourville, who ventured ta fol- 
low him for a few moments, to 
regulate his behaviour. She found 
himretired into a portico of orange 
trees, which he was traverfing with 
hafty ftcps ; he wrung her hand : 
^* And now, Madam,** faid he, 

with 
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with a look of agony, *^ my ruîa 
^' is complète; the only objeét; 
'^ which could render life fupport- 
*^ able, is torn for'ever from me. 
** Ah ! and by whom ? Oh Julia, 
*^ Julia, what a wretch am I be? 
^' corne!" 

" For heaven's fake," faid Ma-^ 
dame de Tourville, in a low voice^ 
f ^ moderate thefe tranfports ; con- 
^^ fider where y ou are ; refleét, 
^' that, by an imprudent raflinefs, 
^* you will develope to your father 
^^ the fatal fecret, and expofe the 
^' famé ofher you love to the cen- 
*^ fures of a cruel world !"—. ^^ No, 
^^ by heaven!" returned the Cher 
valier, '^ this guilty wretch (hall 
^^ die, rather than fuUy the fpotlefs 
** honour of hçr name ! — Oh, 

" Madame 
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« Madame de Tourville!"— " Wè 

*^ Ihall be fufpefted," interrupted 

flie, with tcars in hcr eyes; " Ict us 

*' feparatc ; but, to prove how 

** fenfibly. I întereft myfclf in your 

*' repofe, I will venture to meet 

** you to-morrow mornîng, at the 

*^ break of day, in the painted pa- 

** vilion, if you will fuffer me to 

*' reprefent to you the neceflity of 

** fubduing a paffion fo hopelefs, 

*^ and fo deftruftive to your peace. 

** Adieu till then, Chevalier ; Ict 

** me conjure you to keep the 

** ftridkeft guard this day upon your 

** wordsj, your looks, your adlions, 

^^ remembering, that the honour 

^* of the Marchîonefs ils at ftajce, 

** and dépends upon the condudt of 

** the 
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"the Chevalier de Soiffons."' With 
thcfe words fhc prccipitately wîth- 
drew ; and the Count de Senanges, 
who had obferved thcir rcircat, 
pafled her^ as he haftened to join 
hîs friend. 

The day was diftingiùflied by 
cvery outward mark of joy : the 
gardens wcre illuminated in the 
cvening ; and notbing was want- 
ing to complète the magnificence 
ôf the entertaînment. In the 
mîdft of thefe fplendid fcenes, two 
hearts alone were truly Wretched : 
the Marchionefs, infeilfible to plea- 
fure, wîfhed ardently for a perîod 
to the rejoicings, upon an event 
M^ich caufed her mifery, She 
ftudioufly^ and delicately, âvoided 

the 
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the fatal objed of her tendcrell 
fentiments; whilc ihc Chevalier, 
at an awful diilance^ abforbed in 
the contemplation of her beauty, 
feemed dcad to cvery other idca. 

Towards night, the Maixhioners, 
perceivîng her attentive friend 
Madame de Tourville by her fidc, 
în one of the iiluminated grove* bï 
the garden, where a grand orchef- 
tra was pkced, from ^vhence the 
ear was charmed by notes of har- 
mony; (he complained that her 
fpirits were fo oppreffed, with the 
conilraint (he had undcrgone, (he 
widied to retire, for a few mo* 
ments, to relieve her agîtatton. 
She lèd the way ; and ftriking down 

a folîtary 
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2 folîtary path, thcy found them- 
fclvcs at thc entnincc of a hermi- 
tagc, which receivcd light only 
from a fingle lamp. ** This fo- 
*^ lemn gloom," faid the fighing 
Marchionefs, advancing into the 
cell, and finking on the matted 
couch, ^^ befits the fadnefs of a 
•*^ heart like mine ! hère, unfeen, 
f ' may I indulge my forrows, and 
/* pour into thy faithful participa- 
f^ ting bofom, fome part of that 
f^ weight of grief whîch over- 
f^ whelms my foui ! What a day 
-" of wretchednefs ! how fatal a 
*' fcene for the poor Auguftus! 
*' Alas ! and has the wedded Julia 
f^ dared to pronouncc a name, 
." which rigid duty fhould banifli 

^^for 
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for cver from her lîps? Oh, 
*^ affift me, my friend, to erafe from 
** my bofom a paffion, by evcry ag- 
** gravated circumftance rendered 
*^ more guilty. Unfortunate, dou- 
** bly unfortunate, Julia ! to be 
^'juft to the father, you muft 
" obliterate the remembrance of 
** the fon!'' — A fhower of tears 
gave relief to her full heart ; 
Madame de Tourville was filent 
while they flowed : when the tor- 
rent began to fubfide, ** Yes, my 
'' beloved child," faid (he, " I wiU 
^' endeavour, by every art in footh- 
'* ing frîendlhip*s powcr, to heal 
*' the forrows of • your woundecl 
** heart; and,''by dégrèes, to wcan 
" it from an attachment fatal to 

YOL. î. F " every 
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** every hope of happiûefs ; afid 
*^ reft aflured, that the Chevalier 
" will fet y ou an example worthy 
" imitation ; your honour, your 
*' repofe, are dear to him ; he re* 
*^ veres his amiaWe father; — to- 
^ morrow, at the dawn of day, I 
*' hâve appointed an interview, 
** when I flatter myfetf you will 
** authorife me to infifl''— " Ah, 
^^ my deareft Tourville," înter- 
rupted the Marçhionefe, " let not 
*' the Chevalier fuppofe me privy 
^^ to a meeting, that love might 
*^ intcrpret as an encouragement 
** to fentiments, which neither of 
*^ us Can ftill retain, without a 
*^ crime. My confcience is now 
" refponfible to a huflband for 

^c every 
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*' every idea which rebels agaînft 
•* my diity. Ah, my friend, leave 
** no argument unurged to prevail 
^^ upon him to quit the caftle ; Icc 
" him remove, far from her who 
*' is loft to him for ever, a fatal 
'^ objedt, which, in recalling fcene« 
*' of vifionary happinefs, can only 
'^ aggravate her prefent mifcty. 
" Thefe are my fentiments; and 
"^^ I conjure you by your frîcndfhîp, 
*' no more to name a fubjedt which 
*^ the nice fcnfe of honour difaU 
'' lows." 

She arofe, filently foilowed by 
Madame de Tourviile, who glo« 
ried in the heart (hc had early 
trained to virtue. In rejoining the 
Company, they found the Marquis * 
F X anxiouily 
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anxioufly feeking his fair Marchf- 
onefs : upon his tenderly inquiring 
where flie had fo long concealed 
herfelf, with an affumed fmile, (he 
tdd him that a winding path had 
prompted her curiofity, and led hcr 
to a hermitage, where Ihe hoped the 
emblems of mortality, which (hc 
had feen, had taught her an ufeful 
leflbn. During the courfè of the 
evening, ît had been concerted, 
between the Count and Counteft 
deSenanges, that the feparatioii of 
Auguftus, from the fatal objeâ of 
his love, was a ftep which pru- 
dence rendered abfolutelyneceffary. 
Monfieur de Senanges refolved, 
therefore, to plead the iirgency of 
bufinefs, as an excufe for quitting 

the 
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the Marquis thc followîng day*; 
hoping toprevail upon his unhappy 
friend to accompany his return. 
They were fenfible that, though 
îhe Marehignefs would tendcrly 
regret the departure of her fiftcr, 
(he would not only acquiefce in, but 
promote, a ftep which propriety 
diétated, and her delicacy muft 
approve. They agreed that Ma- 
dame de Tourville (hpuld remaia 
behind ; as her participating friend- 
(hip might, in fome mipafure, aile- 
viate the forrows of their Julia. 

The next morning, pundtual tô 
their appointaient. Madame de 
Tourville ànd the Chevalier met 
in the pavilîon ; ît was vifible, itt 
the pale looks of the latter, that he 
P 3 had 
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had pafled a lleeplefs night: Ma- 
dame de Tourville, obferving it, 
took occafion to entreat him to 
cxert his reafon in fubduing fo 
îll-fated, fo hopelefs, a paffion. 
He (hook his head ; " Alas V* faid 
he^ *^ is it poffible to eradîcate a 
^* fentiment interwoven with my 
*' very exiftencc?" — " Shall the 
*^ Marchionefs,^' replied flie, ^* fet 
** an example fo admirable, and 
^^ will not the Chevalier de Soif- 
^^ fons imitate it ? You were yef- 
^^ terday yourfelf a witnefs to the 
** dignity, the greatnefs, of her 
** condudt, in perhaps the moft 
^^ trying fituatîon, which a heart 
*^ of fenfibility could expérience!" 
^^ Yes," interrupted Auguftus, " I 

'^ obferve4 
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** obfervcd it ail, and in her bc- 
" held ail that is lovcly, ail that 
** is excellent, in wonian i I faw 
" the virtuous conflifts of her foui ; 
^* and her angelîc face, averted 
♦^ from me, fcemed to glovv with 
** more than mortal beauty : uû- 
'* feen, I foUowed her alluring 
*' fteps, and, in a remote corner of 
^^ the hermitage, heard the foft ac- 
" cents of her plaintive voice, 
*' which, by heavcn infpired, ut- 
*' tered the diétates of a fpotlefs 
" heart. I was fafcinated ; and, 
** while Ihe fixed my dootn of 
*^ banifliment, adored the vîrtuc 
^' that pronounced my death ! for 
<^oh! 1 cannot exift without be- 
-•' holding ber."~"Wjll you^ 
F 4 '' then," 
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*^ thcn," faid Madame de Tauf- 
ville, *^while youconfefs thë jufticc 
^^ of the fentence, hefitate to cpai- 
" ply with it?*'— " No, Madam,^ 
replied the Chevalier wildly, ^* the 
** Marchionefs fliall be obeyed ; 
** the commands of the mother 
*' fhall décide tlie fate of the de- 
^* YOted fon I we hover on the 
^^ brink of an eternal feparation,— • 
** the awful hour approaches !*' 
He clafped hiç hands with fervour, 
and, with a countenance of ftrong 
defpair, ftood motionlefç. Madame 
de Tourville, whofe fympathetic 
tendernefs of foui was fenfibly 
affedlcd, became now vifibly 
alarmed. " For heaven's fake," 
çried Ihe, " fpeak not, look not-^ 
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^ fo terribly ! Will you, by the 
*^ perpétration of a deed fatal ta 
** yourfelf, plunge a dagger in the 
^^ bofom of her y ou love ? will you 
'' kill your Julia ?'' '' My Jplia!" 
interruptecj he with émotion, " ah» 
" no I my fathcr's Julia. Alas ! 
" my happy father !" His voice 
faultered, and he raelted into tears. 
" Degenerate Auguftus/* coutil 
nuçd he, *' and canft thou weep a 
*^ parent's happinefs? — nay, can 1 
*^ 4eem him bleft, who has the 
" hand without the heart of Julia? 
^* QT c^n that man be abfolutçly 
^' wretched, who is in polTeflion of 
^^ fo invaluable a treafure y His 
features brightened into a moment 
Wy r^y of pleafure j but foon thç 

mournful 
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inoumful fmile was banî(hed bf 
81 figh ; then, turning to Madame 
de TourviUe, " Drcad nothing/' 
faid he, " from my defpair, that 
^^ can affeâ: the peace ior honour 
^* of the Marchionefs: tell her, the 
^* unfortunatc Auguftus is already 
'* felf exiled, This day I fliall ac- 
^^ Company the return of the Count 
'^ and Countefs to Senanges ; therc 
■** may I indulge my forrows ; 
*^ therc, guiltlefs, may I breathe 
^^ my hopelefs fighs, and, in the 
^^ gloom cf thofe embowerîng 
^* (hades, trace the dear footfteps 
** of my angel Julia." 

Madame de TourviUe applauded 
the intended departiire of the Che- 
valier; and, having foothed hîm 

wîib 
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with lier friendly arguments^ Oit 
ilattercd herfdf chat (he lefc him 
more compofcd. 

When the Marchioncfs receive4 
intelligence of the propofed immé- 
diate departure of the Count and 
Countefs, her firft fenlations werc 
tfaofc of grief; flie could not but 
tenderly regret the fociety of fo 
beloved a fifter; yet a confcîoua 
intereft în the forrows of Auguftus, 
which might be foftened by the 
fympathy of friendfliip, reconciled 
her to a ftep, which, but for that 
confideration, would hâve renderecl 
her inconfolable. 

This was a day of gênerai de* 
parture: the Company, who had 
remaîned till the morning at the 

caftle^ 
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caftle^ met now to feparate. The 
Duke de Gramont was among the 
firft who quitted the caftle. Hc 
bade adieu to his daughters with 
that cold indifférence which marked 
his parental charaâer : uninterefted 
in dieir happînefs, the only fatif- 
faâion his fordid mind was capa*- 
ble of receiving derived its fburce 
from the fucçefs of his ambitious 
views. The remaining guefts were 
in a (hort time difperfed, and the 
drcaded moment now arrived 
which was to feparate thofe hearts 
(q tenderly attachçd. The parting 
farewell of the lovely fifters was 
^ffefting. Henrietta, whofe foui 
bled for her Julia, entreated her to 
take comfort, and promifed to rç- 

peai; 
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peat her vifit at the caftlc in a few 
weeks. The Chevalier, offering his 
hand to lead Madame de Senanges 
to her carriage, turned to the weep- 
îng Marchionefs, and made her a 
refpeétful bow, with a look ex- 
preffive of the ftrongeft fenfibility 
and anguîfh: — grief denîed him 
utterance, and he haftened înto the 
carriage to conceal the agitation of 
his burlling heart. 

Julia, who, notwîthftanding ail 
her efforts, had yet made little 
progrefs towards the extinftion of 
her fatal paffion, felt the departurc? 
of the Chevalier with ail the force 
of forrovv; and the tears, which 
foUowed in quick fucceflîon down 
her lovely cheek, whilc thcy feemed 

to 
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fifteiït wîth htt dtityé A tafte for 
books (hc had early imbibed ; în 
mufic Ihe very eminently excelled; 
in painting fcw werc her fupcriors; 
thefe were rcfources to a mind 
fituatedlikc that of Julia; by fuch 
avocations Ihe hoped to difSpatc, m 
fome meafure, tbe influence of 
grîef, and to conceal, under the ap- 
pearance of content, the fecret 
émotions of a wounded hcart. 
From the foothing friendlhip of her 
dear frion é^ T ourville fhe expefted 
much confolation. But, above ail, 
ftie placed her greateft confidence 
în the aflîfling influence of that 
power Suprême, whom ftie had 
chofen, from the firfl: rays of dawn- 
ing reafon^ to be her furefl guide 

through 



( 8i ) 

riiroiigh the întricatc paths of 
iife. 

In the evenlng of the day that 
had difpcrfed the gay affembly, the 
Marquis, obfervlng a tender mèlan- 
choly on the features of his Juliâ, 
propofed, with a View to amufe 
her thoughts, to give her a more 
accurate furvey of his màgnificent 
manfion, thàn he had yet found an 
opportunity of doing. She fmiled 
affent, and foUôwed her conduftor. 
After havîng traverfed feveral rib- 
bl'e apartrtïénts, fbpcrbly fitted up 
xvith the fineft tapeftry, and mofk 
finifhcd paintings; ^^ And nt)vv, 
" Madam," faid the Marquis', ûn- 
locking a door, imfpe^eeptible to 
the eye, ^* I *n going fo raSfe your 

VOL. I. G ^' curioiîty. 
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^^ curiofity, and at the famé to fa- 
*^ tisfy it. Enter into the clofet, 
^^ where you and your friend will 
^^ find yourfelves greatly intereft- 
" ed/' . The defcent of a few fteps 
led them into a finall but élégant 
^•oom, where the firft objeft tliat 
claimed their attention was a por- 
trait of the late Duchefs de Gra- 
mont : the ladies gazed with mu- 
tual pleafure : " Well might you 
*^ imagine/' faid Madame de Soif- 
fons, *^ that the piéture of my 
^^ amiable mother would yield me 
^^ the trueft fatisfadion : and 1 
" owe my fathcr a fenfible obliga- 
^^ tîon for a gift more precious to 
*^ his daughter than any other he 
<* could beftow/' [' Ah, Madam r 

returned 
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retumed the Marquis, ** ît is not 
*' to a parent, but to a lover and a 
'^ hulband, that you owe the pof- 
^* feflion of that beautiful original, 
^^ which fo perfeftly refcmblcs 
*' yourfelf. The daughter is, what 
^' the cnchantîng nidther was. 
^^ You înherit every charm and 
^^ virtue which once bloomed in 
^ her ! — Permit me, my lovely 
" Julia, to lay open the recefles of 
^ a heart, which, till its propitious 
^* fuit to you, filently regretted a 
** lofs you only could reftore— Ict 
** me reveal the myftery of a mar- 
*^ riage, which muft, to yourdelî- 
^* cacy, hâve appeared fo fudden 
i^ and abrupt.'* Varied émotions, 
during this addrefs, aifcded the 
G 2 bofgm 
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hofom ef the Ms^r chk>nefs : tenâcr-» 
nefs, furf^îfe^ and e^peâacion^ al^ 
tcrnately opprçfled her; but ibe 
was filent : — (he fuffered the Mar- 
quis to feat her on a foÊi^ to place 
himfelf by her, and tx) purfue the 
foUowing narrative without inter- 
ruption. 

^^ Retuming at the âge of threc- 
•^ and-twenty from a tour through 
*^ Europe, I was welcomed by my 
*^ father with open arms. He foon 
*^ informed m£ that he had, during 
*^ my abfence, negociated for me 
^^ an afiair of no lefe importance 
^* than that of marriage, with a 
^^ young heîrefs, of immenfe for- 
** tune, and not déficient in per- 
^^ ibnal attrapions* As my tîme 

'' and 
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^^ and attention « in the c^urfe of 
'^ n^y travelsy had been too muck 
^' engroiTed to fufier my heart to 
*^ rcceive any lafting impreflions 
*' from the power of beauty, I did 
" not contradift my father's hope», 
^^ whofe generous indulgence tor 
*^ wards his fon merited cvery mark 
*^ of gratitude and duty. On my 
^^ introdudion to Mademoifellç de 
" Navarre, though J feit no emo- 
•^ tions at the firft vicw .of her per- 
'* fon, yet, as I could not but ao 
" knowledge it to be handfome, 
** with inclinations unprepoffefled, 
** I found no abfolute répugnance 
^' to fulfil an engagement to whick 
^^ I had been prepared to gîve a 
'* paffive aflent, Alas! too foon I 
G 3 " becamc 
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^^ became fcnfible that my dcvotcd 
*^ hcartwas formed forftrongcrfcn- 
*^ timents than coW approbation. I 
*^ was attcndîng my futxire bride at 
** an opéra, when MademoifcUe de 
** Valiere appeared in an oppofite 
" box, with ail the dazzling luftrc 
*^ of that enchantîng beauty which 
*^ now fhines in you ! The înfipid 
^^ charms of MademoifcUe de Na- 
*^ varre were totally neglefted by 
^' me. My eyes, and every faculty 
<* of my foui, were loft in contem- 
** plating thofe attrapions, which 
^* claimed the attention of each be- 
r^ holder. The Duke de Gramont 
'^^ was the envied objeâ: admitted 
^^ to a feat behind this lovèly para- 
[^ gon, He divided hîs converfa- 

" tiou 
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^'^ tîon between the Baronefs her 
" mother, and herfelf ; flie ap- 
** peared to hear him with indif- 
^* ference, to anfwer him with re- 
^^ ferve, and to be at the famé time 
** infcnfible of the univerfai admi- 
*^ ration fhe excited. Having been 
" acquainted with Madame de Va- 
^^ liere before I quitted France, 
*^ though I had ne ver feen her 
** charming daughter till that fatal 
^^ night, I had a fufRcient claim to 
*^ introducemyfelf; and, forgetting 
" the attention due toMademoifelle 
^^ de Navarre, I abruptly quitted 
*^ the box, and haftened to paymy 
*^ refpeds to the Baronefs de Va- < 
^^ liere. She welcomed,with polîte- 
*^ nefs, my return to France ; and 
G 4 y prefente^ 
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«^ prcfcoited mf . by oarn/ç t» feer 
*>. beaittec^ d wghter. -r^ Pcrhftps^ 
^^. œyr iiiBfmiav^n» wer^ inteUîgwt 
^ iû . my . çy«s : ih^ r^cçiy^ my 
^^ compUmeott wît)i mingled dig* 
*-f nity wd fwcetnefs, wkile^^cap^ 
^^ tiv^ting bluÛi bei^tcncd the 
^^ carnation of her glowiiig chcek. 
^f The happy Gramont kept his 
^^ envied feat^ bowing his head with 
^^ an air of trîun;ph« I was ab-' 
^f forbed in the filent adoiiration' 
^' of tbis lovely créature; whea the 
*^ Baronefs thought proper ta re- 
^^ mind me of a far lefs pleafing 
'Vobjeét, by congratulating me* 
*^ upon my approaching marriage. 
*' I replied only wïth an involun- 
*^ tary figh ; and> taking the cruel 

" hint. 
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^^ blnt, Feturned to Mademoifdle 
^* de Navarre, who malicioufly in- 
^' formed me, while the confcious 
*^ envy of inferior beauty âaflied 
" from her eye, that the brîght ftar, 
" to whom I had been ofTering cny 
^^ adoratiixi^ would fliordy dUàp^ 
'^ pear, as, during the abfence of 
^^ the Duke de Gramont, to whom 
^^ ihe was folemtvly contraâed, ihe 
*^ intcnded to conceal her dan- 
^* gerous charms within the facrcd 
" barriers of a convent ; it betng 
^ determincd by the Barone&, her 
^^ mother^ that the marriage fhould 
*^ not take place till the Duke had 
^^ finiihed bis campaigns, about 
" which period Mademoilclle de 
•^ Valiere would» atiam her nine* 

« teenth 
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tuai ion, I attended the aflcin- 
Madame de Valiere ; 
wlùlc thc Duke, who 
ûich enviable circumftances 
Id neglL«!t fo lovely a womati 
tiiiuct» was totalJy engrofled 
\ favourite game, I had the 
tngerous opportunity 

Mig new enchantments 
jc con vcrfation of Madeinoi^ 

de Valiere: her voîce Was 
aonj — her figure perfe^a- 
ity^her évery motion gr^ce 

rcccii'ed my complîmer^i.* 
that fweet tîmidity, th^^ 

Wtcd dignity, which fpoj^^ 

iborn innocence of foui. j 
bmcd not to be too particui^^^ 

' atrentiolis to this bewitcK^ 
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*^ teenth year. This intelligence, 
*^ and the recolledion of my own 
'* impendingchains,fmotemyheait 
*^ with a pang of anguifli which I 
" had never till that hour experî- 
** enced. But my honour was^én- 
*^ gaged beyond retraftion, and I 
^^ felt a fecret confolation, when I 
'^ refleded, that my engagements 
** with Margaret de Navarre were 
*^ not the only obftacles which op- 
^* pofed my inclinations for the ir- 
*^ refiftible Henrietta de Valiere; 
^^ iînce, had I been free myfelf to 
^^ make the ofFer of my hand, the 
*^ Duke's indifputable pretçnfions 
" would hâve been fufficient to 
*^ render every hope delufive. The 
^^ next evening, howçver, led by 
*^ infatuation, 
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'^ infatuation, I attended the aflem- 
*^ bly of Madame de Valiere ; 
*^ where, while the Duke, who, 
^^ în fuch enviable circumftances, 
^^ could negledt fo lovely a woman 
** for piquet, was totally engroffed 
^^ by his favourite game, I had the. 
*^ charming dangerous opportunity 
^^ of difcovering new enchanttnents 
*^ în the converfation of Mademoi- 
*^ felle de Valiere : her voice was 
*• harmony — her figure perfeét 
^* beauty — her èvery motion grâce. 
^^ She received my compliments 
** with that fweet timidity, that 
*^ unafFeftcd dignity, which fpoké 
^^ her inborn innocence of foui. î 
^^ prefumed not to be too partîclilar 
^^ in my àttentiohs to this bewitch- 
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/^ ing objcâ:; but, though I did 
'* not fuffcr myfelf to continue at 
^* her fide the whole evenîng, yet 
** my fafcinated eyes ceafed not to 
*^ gaze upon her. I obferved her 
** deportment, eafy and winmng 
** to ail who addreffcd her; but 
^^ took particular notice that, whcn 
*^ her lover approached, her anî- 
*^ mated couotenance varied; ftc 
** turned pale, then a rofeate bluth, 
** in quick fucceflion, tinged her 
^' tranfparent ikin. Methought I 
** CQuld difcern in her expreflSve 
** eye, that, though her hand was 
*^ plighted to the Duke, her heart 
*^ had no ftiare in the engagement. 
^^ With tender regret I anticipated 
•*^ her woes and my own, in our 
*^ impending 
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^^ impetiding fate, wbicb doomed 
" us each to utter joylcfi, lovelefs, 
^' vows, tbat would cnfurc our 
" inévitable mifery î 

^^ I was weak enoughi inconfi- 
" derate of danger, to ifeize with 
•^ avidity every opportunity of bc- 
^^ ing in the prefence of thîs fatal 
^^ charmer : cach interview contri- 
" buted to fix deeper in my bofom 
^' an kradicable paffion i while^ 
^* confcious crfour feparate engage- 
'^ ments, I could net flatter myfelf 
" with the moft diftant ray of 
** hope« 

" Tbus did X purfue the alluring 
'^ path that led to ruin, till the ] 
f< fuddea retreat of Mademoifelle 
** de Valicre to the; dcflined con- 
. .!•:' ^' K'/ '^ " vent 
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*^ vent roufed me from my traïice 
*^ of p^ffion ; and my £ither urging 
^^ me to fulfil my contraâ: with 
" Margaret de Navarre, in a fit of 
*^ defpàir I Icd her to the altar, 
** and united myfelf to a : woman 
" incapable of fupplanting in my 
*^ heart the too lovely Henrietta, 
^/ from a total oppofition of cha- 
^^ racler. I foimd little reafon for 
** felf-reproach from my confcious 
" indifférence towards my wife, 
^^ whofe condud:, on becoming 
** Marchionefs de Soiflbns, con- 
*^ vinced the world, as weU as my- 
^^ felf, that ambition, net prefe- 
*' renée of me, had influencée! her 
*^ to beftow her hand. As I had 
*^ not a heart to give her în ex- 

*^ change. 
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*^ change, I rejoiced at a difregard, 
** which reixdered me lefs culpablej 
** her tendernefs and attention muft 
** havc cnfured my efteem, my 
** gratitude, and hâve condemned 
*^ my fccret fentiments, while her 
" confiant negledls, and imperiouf- 
** nefs of temper, fortified my 
" difinclination towards hen Un- 
*^ concerned I beheld her rage for 
^* diffipated pleafures ; and, infcn- 
•* fible to the pangs of jealous love, 
" I faw her furrounded by a crowd 
*^ of flatterers, whofe adulations (he 
** received with vifible delight. 
" With far other fenfations I be- 
•^ held the happy Gramont, when, 
" three years afterwards, he receiv- 
*' ed the hand of the incomparable 
" Henrietta; 
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** Hcnrietta ; and, vain df fuch a 
?^ bride, fccmcd proud to boaR; his 
'* trîumph to thc world. And ah ! 
^ how différent was her depdrt- 
•* mêntto that of the Màfehîonefs; 
'^ thôugh ber unparalleled béauty 
*^ engaged the admiration of every 
** beholder, her affkbillty and 
•* fweetnefs werc fô guârded by 
"the native dîgnîty of hef man- 
*^ ners, that flic repulfed the adoter 
*^ while flie attfafted adoration* 

*^ The Duchefs de d'amont ap- 
^* peared in public, wîth-all the 
'* magnificencefuitableto herrank; 
•^ but it was vîfible that her fupe- 
*^ rior mind was formed for other 
** fcenes than thofe gay and triflîng 
** circles, which Ihe frequented 

** only 
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** ônly iû complîancc wîth a huf- 
^* band's wiihes. A fwcet ferenc 
** dejeftion fpread an interelling 
*^ languor over her countenance^ 
'^ and feemed to cxprefs her gentle 
•* fubmiffion"to a fate irrévocable. 
** How did I reproach our adverfe 
** ftars, which had apparently ren* 
^ dered wrctched two hearts, whofe 
" union with each other might 
^* hâve crowned our mutual hap- 
" pinefs! Yet far be from my 
'^ mind the prefumptive idea, that 
*^ this exalted woman beftowed a 
*^ thought of préférence on me : 
" no, her delicacy of foui was inca- 
^'^ pable of deviatîng, even in fen- 
'* timent, from the duty flie owed 
*^ a hufbdnd, by the moft diftant 
VOL. I. Jrl "encourage- 
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'* çncouragement of a rival : (hcr 
^^ never appeared in public without 
^^ the Duke, or unaccompanied by 
'* fome of his female acquaintance: 
^ by this prudent conduâ: ftie 
^^ kept her adorers at a diftance^ 
*^ an4 fet the tongue of fcandal 
^' at défiance. Soon after our 
'^^ mafriage, having one day at- 
^ tendèd the Marchionefs to a ce* 
*^ 'lebfatéd painter's, where fhe was 
^^ fitting for her pidlure ; I was 
^^'charmed with the firft view of 
^* that beauteous portrait now be- 
^' fore you, that fweet refemblancc 
^^ of a'yet more lovely original: 
" dying to become poflefled of 
^' fuch a treafure, I, by a coîifi- 
^^ derable gratuity, purchafed it 

'' of 



% 
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^ of the vénal artift, who promîfed 
*' to ftnd ît privately when he had 
** finîfhed an exaft côpy . Tb remove 
'^ thè ftiadow of refledion from the 
*^ charaéler of MademoifcUe de Va • 
*' licre, which lîiight, withouf pre- 
" caution, hâve fufFered from fuch 
*^ a myfteriouâ ftep, I told hîm, that 
^' I was colleciing a fet of the moft 
^* ddmired beautîes of thè court, to 
^^ adôrn a gallcry at onc çf my 
" càftles ; andadded, fmiling, that 
^^ he niuft do ail poffible juftice to 
^^ the charms of my wife, that they 
^' mîght net be eclipfed by thofe 
<* of hcr deftined companiôns. 

. *^ I iïcw hither with my lièWly 

*^ acqnîfed ti'eafuré ; and, having 

" completed this Wbhitt, 1, with 

■ H 2 " my 



** my own hands, placed thc 
^pifture in that deftined recefs, 
** and hère propofed to pafs my 
*^ deareft hours in foothing folitude. 
*^ The Marchionefs, who was to- 
*^ tally unacquaînted with this my 
** invifible refort, never fufpeâed 
^^ the occafionof my fréquent ab- 
*^*fénce; and^ fâtisfied with my 
^* reftraïnîng her in no amufements, 
*^ Ihe did not interefl: herfelf in 
** mypurfuits. 

^* Hours, days, months, and 
*^ years, pafled on in this manner, 
^* and found my heart in the famé 
** fîtuation. My foie delight was 
^^centered in contemplating this 
** dear refemblance of the moft 
y adorable of women! Hither I- 
*^ frequently 
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•* freqiacntly retired from the înfi- 
*^ pid joys of public life, to indulgc 
" in folitude my unavailing paflion. 
" Six ycars had revolved fincc the 
*^ marriage of the Duchefs de Gra- 
** mont, when, in the full luftre 
^^ of undiminiftied beauty, ihe ap- 
" pearcd once more at Paris. Her 
^^ charms, it is true, were unim- 
^^ paired ; but the rofeate bloom 
^' of happinefs had forfaken her 
<* cheek : yet the délicate languor, 
" the look of plaintive fweetnefs, 
•* that remained, only renderedher 
" more intereftingly lovcly. The 
*^ Duke, (pardon me, my Julia, if 
'^ I prefume to arraign his conduâ:) 
^* by publicly attaching himfelf, 
^* fucceffively, to a varicty of ob- 
H3 ^•jçfts, 
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'ijedsy prpved the inconftancy oi 
*^ his difpofition : but bis çeleftial 
*^ wife bore eveiy wrong w\th pa-* 
** tient refignation, nor eyer for a 
^* mopent deyiated from t^e moft 
^* perJfeâ: fubmiffion to his will : 
** ftie fiïpnned the crowded fcenéà 
f^ of diffipation ; and, as her prè- 
f ^ fence was no longer necefiary ta 
S^ enhance his pleafures, Ihe feldoiii 
^^ appeared in public ; her childreri 
^^ now claimed her attention and 
*/ negleâed tendernefs ; their fweét 
*^ careffes compenfated, in fomè 
*^ degree, for the indifférence 6f 
** her lord ; and, in the endearing 
^^ affedtions of the mother, Ihe en- 
•^ deavoured to forget the indigni- 
^^ ties of an ungrateful hufhand. 

'' The 



■\^ 
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^^ The laft timc I had thc hap^ 

** pinefs of bcholding this adorable 

^^ woman, ftie appearcd furrounded 

^* "with tcn thoufand new and varicd 

^* charms : the întcrefting charafter 

" of parent feemed to adorn even 

^^ her incomparable beauty with 

" added grâces. One day, fome 

*^ confequentîal bufinefs rendering 

*^ an interview with the Duke dé 

^^ Gramont neccffary, I repaired 

^^ to his hôtel, wherc I was in- 

*^ formed that he had quitted it a 

" few preceding moments. As thé 

^' afFair rather required difpatch, I 

^' requefted admittance into his li- 

^^ brary, to write a note of expia* 

*^ nation for his peruftl at his re- 

^* turn. Having written and fealed 

H 4 " the 
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'^ the letter, as I was rîfing tade- 
'^ part, fome infantîne voices at- 
*^ trafted my ftep;s to ap opca win* 
^^ dow which pyerlpoked thC; gar- 
^* dcn. Good Heavens ! what an 
*' intereftiag pidure ftruçJk .my 
^^ yièw ! - In a v^rdant jsdcpye : of 
'* întermingled jeflaminc apd rofes, 
*' lat die loyelieft of womcn ! Çach 
** fnowy arm. çpçirded a blpoming 
** cherubim! v Thefa fweet înno-* 
^^ cents, wereadc^rningwith flowers 
** hcr fhining ringlçts : hpîY ihall 
'^ I defcribç hçr countenance ! — ^ 
^* it fppke ail the mother;her 
'^ cheek \ya? ànimated with the 
^* glow of pleafure.; finUes of ma- 
^* ternal fondnefs dimpled round 
** ber mouth, and in the mlld efful- 

*^ gencç 
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'^ gence of h^r cycs beamed more 
*^ than ufual luftre. My feclings 
*^.can be imagîned by thofe only 
<* whoi like me, havc lovcd ! — I 
** ftood transfixed ; ncvcr had htt 
*^ charafter appeared fo truly în- 
*^ terefting : the expreffîve foftnefs 
♦* of the parent was addcd tô 
*^ her other vîrtues, and exalted 
*^ her dîgnity ôf beàuty : my foui 
^' was overwhelmed with tendernefs 
^ — I fighed profoundly, and 
" breathed a filent fervent wiih, 
*^ that heaviÉn had giVert my chil- 
*^ dren fuch a mother. I was go- 
*^ ing to tcar myfcïf from a fccne 
^^ too afFefting, when the Duchcfs, 
^^ fuddenly turning her cyes to-' 
•^ wards the window, difcovered 

*' and 
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V and *Tecollcâ:cd me : at firft flié 
** ftarted ; and, withdrawing hef 
*^ gentlc hoid, rcfigned her lovcly 
*^ offspring tb an attendant who* 
*^ ûood in w^iting : the fading 
^* rofe retreated frcnn her cheek; 
'<* the Tparkjing tay of temporary 
^^ pleafure vaniflicd from her fea- 
** tujces, and her wonted languor 
^^ refumed its. influence on hef 
^^ brow. She arofe; and, notwith- 
** ftanding her viûble émbarraff- 
f^ ment, withflow and gracefui-dig- 
** nity, advanced to the windowî 
*^ I felt a confcîous agitation ; Ihè 
^' polîtely inquired after the health 
*' of the Marchionefs ; I explained 
'^* the motive of my vifit ; and, téar- 
'^^ ing myfelf from the Duchefs^ 

'' haftily 
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'^ haftily quitted the aiuitmdat, and 
^^ thrçw myfelf into my carriagC, 
f^ The moie I ruminated on the 
^.^ çharming objeû 1 had kft, thè 
^^ mpre I found my admiration; 
*^ my pity, and my love, excited i 
f^ Uiç cbarader of her unwcuihy 
*^ hufband funk as her virtucs rofct 
<^ Her heârt, formed by nature for 
^^ the exquifite fenfibility of gentlè 
f*- tendernefs and refined afledion; 
^< was evidently wafted on a wrctch 
<*' incapable of "^ fentiment, and 
*< coldly inanimate to the treafurc 
<< he poffeffcd. Too foon thè 
** fleetihg fummer fnatched her for 
** cvcr from my fight ! She ap- 
" peared no more at Paris or Ver- 
•* failles; and as the infenfible 

*' Duke 
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''Duke had long ceafed .to baire 
" any delight in her focictjr, -lie 
** permitted her, for thefuture^ to 
" indulgc. Ml ;the folitude of thc 
" countrjî, while he^^ iotoxicated 
** by theilUifionsof i^lfe pleaiures» 
" purfued, unreftrained^ thepatbs 
" of vice^ 

" Tbe Marchionefs (though I 
•• nivft do her thc jgftice tp beKeve 
" that her virtue was unblepaiflied) 
** ran on in fuch a carecr of diffi- 
'* patiçn, that her health began to 
•' be vifibly impaîred : I could not 
" forbear remonftratïng at length 
** againft a conduft fo îrregular: 
** a contemptUQus reply was âll my 
** fatisfaftion ; and, in a few years 
** aftçr our inaufpicious marrîage. 
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"Ihc fcll a martyr tb inceflânc 
" plcafures. 

*' About two ycars aftcrwards, 
'* your adorédtnothcr became like- 
** wife thc vïftim oif that grim 
*^ monàrch, who fpares neithcr vir- 
** tue, youth, rior beauty ; toopro- 
** bably (he was the prcy of fecrct 
*^ foirow : — but î will not dwcll 
*^ updtt a fubjeft^ which fo much 
*' affefts your fenfibilîty ; I will 
*• only fay, that, conftant ta her 
** memoiy, I never admittcd a 
" thoughtôf infidclity to her, till, 
** to her lov^cly daughter, I tranf- 
'^ ferred the heart that ceafed noc 
** to adore her. 

** When your fifter's intended 
•* marriage with the Count de Senan- 

•• ge5 
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^ ttic report" 'it" riET" ^nuaQraiaarv 
*^ b<?2MtV'reridKrcà ^vurr ioe féiî- 
** ditmist ta leehcr; l ificcpïcd, 
*^ wich tltc reft* af !iK: iioiîriutr, an 
'^ iivvirarion tu riris: lurarfa aiter- 
'^ laimncnr^curiaus; Ernuà- confie, 
*' fo behold riie: iaiighter of the 
*' Wômaa I adiorcdw I atrended the 
** mtptijïcsrersoirr; hue my pre- 
'* fencc beimg iaidkp€ariHl:>Ly necel- 
*' fary, fo vifit :hc bed at i depoit- 
" ing friend, I quîtred aime»!: im- 
** mrdiatcly aff crvsrds g&c fiii^nc oif 
V* fcnivîry for the houiê oi deatir. 
'' Whcn the Countcfs de S«narige'5 
**^ flppcarcd, I foughc in vjJa tt> 
" trace lier mothcr's featurcs : my 
*' cycs conf^fTed her bcsutîfu!, 

" thoiigh 
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^ though flie bore a refemblahce 
5* only to her father. But Ihe. wa$ 
*^ foUowed by the perfeâ inaage 
^^of that lovely mother» ^bo ftill 
*^ haunted my imagination withher 
*^ fond idea. The. famé angclic 
** fweetnefs beamed in bcr azure^ 
** €}^cs ; the. famé timid dignity 
^^ fpoke in eaçh graceful gefture^ 

V charming while it awed the. ad* 

V miring gazer. - 

" I viewed, wîth ail the forçç of 

V rçcoUefted tendernefs, thaï be^iH 
^/ ty which fo perfedly refembled 
" your feraphic mother : each look 
•* recalled her loved idea to tny 

V mind, and awakened thofe .^r- 
^' mant featîments, \f hich lengtfe 
" of time could not tptally^^çxtin- 
. .. ^" ^^guîfli 
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^* guilh in my hcart* Yet had 1 
'* not thé vsdn prefumption tô iiiu- 
*^ gûie that a lady fo young, ahd^ 
*^as I thcn fuppofcd, the <x>hefrers 
^* of a princêly fortune, couldlook 
*^ with condefcenfion upon my ad- 
*Vvancing âge: but when I was 
^^ iiiformed that you wcre ddlîned 
*^ to a convent, unablc tocrcdic 
*^ fo improbable a report, 1 took 
" the liberty to ititerrogate ^ thé 
** Duke, whether he had adually 
^* condemned to eterçai* folitudc 
^^ that matchlefs beauty ? He 
" coldlyanfwcred, that^havingloft 
** three fons, he had refolved to 
** make his elder daughter the foie 
** heircfs of his fortune^i and that 
" Julia muft refign kerfelf fo a 

"hpiy 
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V holy Jife* I remonftrated agaînft 
**.the injuftice of dcpriving bis 
" child of every focial connexion ; 
" and argucd, .that the charms o£ 
** Madcmoifelle de Gramont en- 
*' titled her to exped an alliance 
** equally îlluftrions with that of 
^ the Countcft de Senanges. He 
** anfwered ironically, that, as her 
'* charms would be her only por- 
•* tion, (hewasnot likely to meet 
" with fuitors equal to her birth ; 
" and confequcntly a feclufion from 
*^ the world's allurements was the 
" fureft fecurity to her innocence 
^^ and happinefs. 

" I quitted with dlfdain this un- 

*' natural parent: but I found my- 

** felf too tenderly intercfted for 

voju. I. I " the« 
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^5 ïhfi tovely daughter of thc .wo* 
^^ tnan I once adored, to fuffer her 
*^ to become the viétim of ambi- 
*':tipn^ I cpnfidcred, thougji I 
'^ was long.pafl: the mecidian pf 
*' life,. that the bloooiing. |ulia 
^^ might prefer eyen ^an union Xo^ 
*^ unequal to the fcverities of. a. 
^^ convent, whicU muft . eterctally . 
*^ fcciude her frora every fociaL 
'* happinefs. Determined tprefçqe^ 
^^ if poffible, fo much innocence 
^' and beauty, from fuçh a cruel 
^^ facrifice, I wrote my propofal 
^^ to the Duke, and oSered to his 
'^ daighter my hand and fortune,^ 
^^ without any dowry ; but, àt the 
'^ famé time, infifted upon hîsleav^p. 
•*^ ing her at her own difpofal, and 

** entreàting 
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'^ entreatlng him not to influence 
'^ her clioice. — I receivcd a reply 
^^ which confirmed my wiflies, 
^^ wlth the affurance that my Julia 
^^ hefitated not to acccpt my vows. 
^^ I found the Duke de Gramont 
^* as anxioufly içipatient for the 
** conclufion of this ' treaty as I 
*' could be myfelf ; and it was at 
^* his partLcular rcqucft that I 
" confcnted to keep our întend- 
*^ ed marriagc fecret tîU after its 
^' celebrationu He hinted, that 
^^ my fons, (who would regard a 
*' fécond union as fatal to their 
«^ intcreft), mîght artfully find 
^^ mcans to préjudice his daughtc;r 
*^ againft yielding her promifed 
**hand, and put a period to my 
I 2 ** warmeft 



I 
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^^ warmeft hopes* I acquîefced, 
*' concludlng that you, Madam, 
•^ were acquainted with your fa- 
*^ ther's vvifhcs': pardon me, love- 
^* lieft of women, if 1 fubmitted 
*' to a myftcrious appearance, (în 
" a cîrciimftance I mîght hâve 
** proudly publiflied to the world,) 
** fince it was to fecurc a pfîze fo 
*^ îneftimable ! Too well àcqiiaînt- 
'' cd with the charafter oFmy elder 
*' fon?5 who, alas ! înherit die 
*' haughty, defpotic temper of their 
" unhappy mother, I judged it 
*' préférable to prefent you to them 
*' as M^rchionefs de Soiflbns, ra- 
** ther than as my întended bride. 

" Thus hâve I unfolded the in- 
^^ moft receflc5 of my heart, arid 

** revealed 



^ 
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*' revcaled to you a fecret, buricd 
^* even from its birth in my own 
*^ confcious breaft. You hâve 
** deigned to overlook our difpa- 
** rity of agc, and to unité y our 
** blooming youih with my déclin- 
** ing years. Your father (permit 
*^ me to h ope) bas not deceived 
'^ me in declaring your fentîments 
^* uninfluenccd by his authority : 
" but, Madam, (hould your gen- 
" tlenefs of nature, and filial fub- 
'* miflîon, bave aftuated you to 
^* refign your hand the reluéVant 
^^ facrifice of duty, then, though I 
" muftever regret a circumftancefo 
*^ fatal to our mutiial happînefs, 
^^ y et fliall I chcrifh the confolins 
*^ idea, that I havc at leaft refcued 
I 3 '' the 
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'"'^Ire thoft Ibvely of viftims froin a 
*^ 'bàrbâtoto captivity ! My Jufiâ's 
•* t>eauty,Avhkh was cniellytîbom- 
** cd to îfhe elerhal concealmént of 
^ a convem, (hall now adorh the 
^' gay cîrcles îtwàs formed to grâce. 
•^ Wheh we hâve paflfed a ïew 
** more days at this caffle, I (hall 
*^* propofe to you a change of fcene 
** better adapted to your âge and 
** rank. You muft appear at court, 
** and fhine there in unrivalled 
'' beauty." 

'* Pardon, my lord," interrupted' 
the Marchionefs, with a look of in- 
cxpreffible fweetnefs, ^* the teme- 
'* rity of a wîfe, who prefumes to 
** dîfFer with your fentiments on 
** this one occafîon : if you wifli 
*^ to complète the happinefs of 

'' Julia, 
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.•* Julia, k^çp her remotçfvonï.tkc 
^* parade of courts, and . ajl :tbe 
^* pomp furrounding royal grcat- 
** nefs ! Far from the unyieldiqg 
** fcenes of public life^ fuffer her, 
^' in thefe delightful (hades, to pafs 
** her tranquil days ; hère, in con- 
^^ templating and retraçîng with 
" you, and my dear Tourville, ihe 
Texalted charaâ^r of niy la- 
" mented mother, I (hall endca- 
^* vovir, from her example, to ren- 
^^ der myfelf more worthy of him 
'* whom it (hall be the ftudy of my 
** heart to pleafe : — educated with 
** the profpeft ôf retireriient; I havc 
** a tafte alone for rural pleafures, 
*^ ànd wifh for no fôciéty but 
** yours^'' 

1 4 " Lovelieft, 
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- *• Lovelieft, moft excelleiit; o£ 
*^ women !'' exclaimcd the Mar- 
quis ; ^^ bow am I rewarded by ail- 
*'r gracious feeaven for forrows pafl : 
•' the remaînder of a life dcvôted 
" to your happinefs will fearce fuf- 
iVficiently deaote my gratitude.— 
*^ Arbitrefs of my fate ! — you fliall 
" direft my every action^ and your 
*' own; whether your wifhes tend to 
*• bloom in retirement, or to ftiinc 
** in public, fliall be fubmitted to 
** your choice. — But we are ex- 
" pedted,** continued the Marquis 
rifing ; " fupper awaits us in the 
*' citron grove : — fliall 1 lead you 
/' thither ?" 

Julia yielded hcr hand with an 
enchanting grâce ; and, accompa- 

nied 
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nied by Madame de TourvUIe^ 
quitted (heaving a gpntle figh) the 
réceptacle which had (6 long coq* 
taîned the ineftimable piâure of her 
mother. 

The various émotions of thé 
young Marchionefs, during the in- 
terefting récital of her lord, caa 
better be imagined than defcribed : 
tears and fighs had often inter- 
rupted it : ftie wept the fate of an 
unhappy mother, and tenderly fek 
for the difappoîntments of a huC- 
band, whofe attachraent to the 
author of her being endeared him 
toher, and whofé affeftionate at- 
tentions to herfelf excited her ut- 
moft gratitude. She revered his 
charaéler ; (he efteemed his virtues; 

but. 
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bar, alas ! (hé lorcd hîs foti. Tw 
comparing' the misfommcs'of th« 
Miarquis and* Auguftus, ftic foUnd 
a fetal fimilàrity : each the vîftîm 
of an unpropitious paffion, they 
were both equally coridèmned to 
behold tfee objeft of their wilhès 
torn from thieir fondefk hopes. 

The followrng day, fihding her- 
felf alone with her amiable frîehd; 
** Alas !" eried the Marchionefs, 
" how are the misfortunes of the 
** Duchefs de Gramont entailed 
" upon her unhappy daughter ! 
•* like her, I am the facrifice of 
•* imperious diity : — like her, I 
*' am enflaved by a relentlefs pa- 
•' rent : but you, my deareft Tour- 
** ville, whofe friendftiip for my 

** exalted 
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'^exalted mothcr clalmed :^11 her 
** confidence, and whofe fympa- 
" thetic tendcmefs now (harcs the 
** forrows of her haplefs Juiia ! 
•* fay, am not I doubly wretched ? 
" She only mourncd an union 
** where htr heart was unconfulted ; 
" while I, with accumulated wœ, 
'* find myfelf torn from the man 
" I loved^ to become the father's 
" wifer 

" Moderate^ your affliâîon, my 
** beloved child/' interrupted Ma- 
dame de Tourville, " and let the 
*^ example of your angelic mothcr 
** ftrengthen your patience.. Alas ! 
" how gentler far your lot than 
" her's ! you are feparated, it is 
^ true, from the lover of your 

** choicc ; 
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**choice; but you hâve a hufbancî 
V in cvery rcfpeâ, excepting dif* 
"parity of âge, wonhy of you; 
•* and whofe benevolence of heart 
•* would cnfure your happînefs, 
" could you but conquer one fatal 
" prepoflefSon, I am going to di- 
** vulge a confidence I hâve hi- 
" therto held facred ; but the leflbn 
•* wîU prove ufefiil, and the unful- 
•* lied charafter of your virtuous 
** mother muft rife in your opinion 
" from a knowledge of her fenti- 
*^ nients. — You would urge flie had 
*' no paffion to contend with — Ah, 
" my Julia ! the Duchefs de Gra- 
•* mont poflefled a mind too deli- 
*' cately fufceptible to be infenfible 
" of exalted merit ; but fo ftric5lly 

<< was 
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•* was flie giiardcd, by her duty and 
** her virtue, tbat Ihe fcarCely per- 
" mitted herfelf to be accluainted 
*' with the birth of her unfortunate 
^' artachment, cre (he* attemptcd 
** rcfolutdy to banîlh* tjie objcft 
** from her thoughts. Her incom- 
** parable hcart, fbrmed to love 
** but once, conld not, howcver, 
" gain a vîftory fo complète over 
^* an involuntary fentiment. Her 
•^ fatal paffion ceafed but with her 
** exiflcnce. Forced înto marriage 
*^ by an ambitious mother, who, 
** regardlefs of the happinefs of her 
*^ child, fought only to exalt her, fhc 
** found her hand în the poffeffioh 
*' of the Duke de Gramont, whilc 
^* her heart was the conqueft of the 
^ Marquis de Soilibns/* 

** Unfortunate, 



\ 
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^^.Mlnfortunatc, unhappy motherî** 
çXclaimedtheMarchionefs; ** how 
^^;fiagular our fate ! while adverfe 
*^ fbrs piaced tn irrévocable har 
*' hetwecn daee and the objeâ: of 
*^ afFedtion, by the famé fatality, 
** that very hand wbich would havc 
" formed tliy felieity was dcttined 
*^ to complète the oiifeiy of Julia.^ 
She funjc her head upon the bofom 
of Madame de Tourville, and gave 
frecdom to a torrent of tçars: her 
tender friend fuffered them to flow, 
and mingled drops of fympathctic 
forrow, 

When the young Marchionefe 

found utteranoe, '^ Oh, my friend,** 

Ihe cricd, *^ what a confolation is 

•^ thy friendûxip to the haptefi 

'*^ Julia! That foothing kindnefs, 

" which 
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'♦' W'hich foftcncd the mother*s woe, 

'^^ extends ks comfortsto the child 

<^ of her misfortunes ! But delay 

^* not, my dear Tourville, to pur- 

*^ fue the interefting narrative i 

^^ point out to my imitation her 

*' fpotlefs, pure example. Tcach 

^^ me to rife, like her, fuperior to 

" calamity^ and to facrifice, to the 

♦* duty I owc a hulband, a paflîon 

■*^ fo injurious to his tendernefs. 

** Let me provc the gratitvidc and 

^*« révérence I owe to her refpedled 

** memory, by redoubling my at* 

*^ tentions and efteem for an ob- 

** jeâ: fo dear to her> fo worthy 

•** the diftinftion of her iove !*' 

Madame de Toun'ille thus rc- 
sfumed:— [^ My açquaiûtance with 

•* your 
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•*^ your amiable mother commençed 
*^ in the Abbey aux Bois ; where, 
^ preceding our refpeftivc mar- 
^^ liages, we fpent together three 
*^ of our happieft years. Alas ! how 
*^ fréquent! y hâve we fince regretted 
^^ thofe days of tranquil pleafures ! 
^^ We were both born to affluence, 
'* and fmiling fortune feemed to 
" promife to our youthful hopes a 
^^ circling train of focial joys.- De* 
** lufive, vainideas ! — too foon the 
" flattering vifion fled, and early 
*' forrows dafhed with bitternefs 
" our cup of life, changîng the 
" cliarming profpefts we had 
^^ formed înto a vale of tears ! — 
^^ Yes, my young friend," (obferv- 
in^ Madame de Soiflbns fixîng 

upon 
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i^pon htr an eye of inquifitive con» 
çern,) " deeply hâve I felt afflic- 
*/ tion's iron rod ! oneday youfliall 
^.* learn my fatal ftory ; at prcfent 
*^ let me continue fccnes to you 
^' more interefting. I pafs over 
** thefe delightful years ; fufEcicnt, 
f^ for your information, is it tQ 
^' mention that my firft year of 
^* widowhood expired at the period, 
^^ that the bridai Qi>e of Made-, 
^* moifelle de Valiere commenced,. 
<« We wcre united in the tendereft 
^* friendfliip ; and, in compliance 
^* with the earneft wilhes of the 
^^ young Duchefs, I repaired to the 
" hôtel deGraniont, asfoon as the 
^* public rejoicings which ciele- 
" bratedhernuptials began to fub- 
• VOL, I. K " fide. 
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^^fide. Wc were tranfpoited at 
^ the fight of each other, aftcr a» 
^ iBterval of above two years, and 
** were fomc moments fpeechlefe ; 
^ the mutual tears of fenfibilkf 
" ftraying down our eheeks^ froro 
** the force of tender recoUeftîon. 
** The Duke entered during the- 
*^ dumb fcene ; but your father's 
*^ fàlutatîon drew my attention fud^ 
*^ denly to him, and I own I felt 
*^ thç moft fatal prefages of my 
'^ frîend's unhappy lot, from the 
^* tone and words with which he 
" accofted me. 

*^ ^ Your arrivai, Madam,' faîd he- 
** in an ironical accent, ^ is dou- 
" * bly welcome, both from your 
*^ * own merits, and the additional 

" ' grâces 
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•^ * grâces you refleâ upon the Du* 
*^ ^ chefs de Gramont ; fince her re- 
** * ceptîon of ydu difcovers to mè 
** ^ ihat (he has a heart capable of 
*^ ^ warmth and terklernefs/ 

" I fourni myfelf at' à lofs for à 
" reply, whéii tht Baroneft de Va- 
*' liere was annoùricedi ShepoKtely 
'^ welcomed me to Paris ; ànd, hav- 
'^ kig frequently féen me in her 
'^ former vifits at the Abbty âut 
** Bois, (he entered iirfo convcrfà- 
^* tion réialcive to fome ôccufrénces 
'^ which had pafflèd at that period. 
'* During thrs difcourfe the Duke 
" withdrew, and I had leîfufe to 
^^ contemplâtes unobferved by her, 
*^ the couritenanCe of my friend. 
^^ Having refpedfuUy fahited the 
K ;i '' Baronefs, 
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** Baronefs, ftie had retîred to a 
*^ fcat in one of the windows over- 
*^ lookîng the gardens, reclîning 
f^ her head upon her hand : whea 
*^ we feparated at the convent, 
f^ flie was in the dawn of opening 
^^ charms ; I now found her grâces 
^^heightened by the radiant tînts 
.*' of finilhed beauty. She was in- 
^^ deed perfeftly lovely ; but over 
*' her features was fpread a languor, 
^' which, though it in fome degree 
*' obfcured the natural luftre of 
** her eyes, diminiftied nothing 
** from that captivating fweetnefs 
^^ which pourtrayed a mind alive to 
^' every fentiment of benevolence 
^* and fympathy ! A foft and pen- 
*^ five fadnefs hung upon her brow, 

" that 
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'* that too plainly indicated flie 
'^ was far from happy. 

** The Baronefs perceivîng me to 
^^ caft an inquiring look upon thc 
^' Duchefs; *Your arrivai, Madame 
«^ • de Tourvillèi' faid (he, ' will 
^' * hâve, r truft, thè moft pleaf- 
" ^ ing effedt upbn 'rày' dàughtér; 
*' * (he has anxioufly expcûed youj 
*^ ' you are the fifter of her, heartj 
" ' your early friendChîp, iàd^equa- 
" * lity of âge, will influence her 
" * opinion, and, I flatter myfelf, 
** ' excite in her a tafte for the 
"^ public fphere in which ft)e 13 
'* * now placed. 

" * You fee her furrounded by 

" * magnificence and ftate, the envy 

«^ • of our fex, the adoration of man- 

K 3 " kind : 
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^f ^ kind : yet (he feems to yîew 
*^ ^ the homagelhe attr^s., aj^dîiU 
** * the pomp qf greç^^ief^, with an 
*^ * inCçtt^bility un^cco.untable ui fo 
" • yQUAg a çrçaturç/ As^tti^ fpoke 
^^ \ pcrçcived a tricWing t^ar fteal 
'^ down the çbeek pf Ivla^aroe 4e 
^/ Qramont, whUe hcF gentlç bor 
" fom feemed to fup.prefs ai\ inyck 
** luntary fîgh. I was preparing 
** a replyj^^ whçn the Ducheis was 
" roufed ftom her refleftions by thç 
** arrivai of con^ip^y. Dinner w^s 
*' jferved up, play fucceeded, a^d 
" the foGÎal party broke ^ot up 
** till midnight. 

*' Xhe Duke de Gramoat^ who 
•* could afFed what charaéter he 
•^ chofe, appeared ail life, ait gai- 

«etyj 



#v 
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cty ; imd his charming wife af- 
'* fumed at leaft a vivacity, which 
** addcd grâces to ail ftie faid and 

did. ^ You are now yourfelf/ 
** whîfpcred I to her durîng the 
^* coude oftheerening, * the famé 
^' * fmiling Henrietta I dreaded to 
^' ^ bave loft.' -^ She prefled my 
*' hand ;-«-' It is th« prefence of fwy 
^ ' Adelaide/ faid fte, ' thàt in^ 
'* * fpires me with an unufual joy/ 
** ' and revives fome traces of 
** ^ long dormant happinefsî* Shc 
" gcntly fighcd, and turned tfway 
" abrupt ly, to conceal the ftarting 
^* tear that trembled inhef cye. 

" I obferved Madame de Valiere 

^^ to be deeply engaged in play ; it 

^ was, next to ambitîotf, the dar* 

K 4 '' ling 
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** ling- paffion of her foui. She 
" arofe a confiderable wînner; 
*^ which fo vifible elated her fpî- 
*^ rits, that fhe oppreflcd me with 
*^ careffes, and profeffions of re- 
*^ gard. ^ You hâve worked won- 
*^ ^ ders, child,' faid flie; ^ you will 
*^ * render my daughter every thing 
<« * we wiflî. The Duke is enchant- 
*^ ' ed with the cheerful attentions 
*^ * with which (he has performed 
^^ ^ the honours of this evening/ I 
^* bowed in filence to this flattering 
*^ addrefs, ardently longing for the 
*• moment that ftiould difperfe this 
" gay affembly, and give me li- 
*^ berty to relax in my own apart- 
^^ ment from the fatigue my fpirits 
^^ had undergone. Although I 

*^ arrived 
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-" arrîved at the conclufion of thc 
.** public rejoicings which had ccle- 
5* brated the nuptîals of your pa- 
^* rents, y et 1 found that fucceffive 
** eiîgagemeijts left but little time 
** for the : rcnewal of tbofe cbarm- 
" ing hours we had pafled together 
" in our fwcet retirement at the 
^* convent. The Duke, vain of 
^^ exhibiting a. bride fo lovely, was 
" daily promoting hcr appearance 
^' in the circlcs of the young and 
*^ gay. He had no tafte for do- 
** meftic pleafùres : in his attach- 
" ment to the Dûchcfs, exterior 
" beauty was her bnly charm; thc 
^^ refinement of her underftânding, 
^^ and the intclleftual accomplifli- 
•^ ments of her mind, could yield 

«him 
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^^ hîm no delight. Whilc Henri- 
^* etta pcfTefTed thc powcrs of no- 
^^ velty, (he malntained fome em- 
^* pire over hÎ5 beart ; but, as be 
*^ ercT fufFered bis inclinations to 
** predominate cwcr bis reafon, be 
** was tbe ilavc of paffion, thc cafy 
*^ prcy of female artifice, and, 
*^ though a fliort-lived conqueft, 
*^ from bis natural inconftancjr, yet 
** he was thc fure captive of fuc- 
*^ cefllve beautics. 

** One evening, when, on prc- 
*^ tcnce of a flight indifpofitioB, 
*^ the Duchefs had prcvailed upon 
** the Ehike to leave her at home, 
*^ wc availed ourfclves of this firft 
*^ opportunity to^ pafe fome unin- 
** terruptcd bours together. It was 

^then 
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*^ then that, in recalling our gîrlilh 
" amufements tq our retncmbrance, 
*• we renewed that mutual confi- 
*^ dence which formed tbc firft bafis 
'^ of our early friçndlhip* Alas ! in 
^/ thofe days of innocent delight 
*/ we had only pleafqres to corn- 
'^ mumcate ; and if an idéal pain 
*^ agrafe, from fome difappointed 
^^ pailimç, ^ thc tcar fbrgot as foon 
*/ a$ ftied* effaced the puérile for- 
*/ row, . and the bright beani of 
^/ jay-infpiring hope refun^ed its 
" empire in our youthful bofoms ! 
*/ Nqw, fad reverfe! the die was 
*^ caft> and caft for life ! our minds, 
*/ matured by âge, and rendered 
*^ more capable ofrefleâion^feem- 
<« ed to havei acquiredt itom nature 

•« moft 
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^^ moft cxquîfite fenfibilîty, onljr td 
*^ feel more acutcly thc arrows of 
*^ adverfity ! the world, of which 
** our infant minds had formed 
*' fuch flattering ideas, had already 
** blafted our cvery hope of happi- 
•^ nefs ! I had long refigned my- 
'^ fclf to the ftrokes of accumulated 
** misfortunes ; and now found, în 
*^ addition tomy forrows, that my 
*^ dear and only friend, likc me, 
^^ was fated to expérience afflic* 
^* tlon's cruel hand ! With poig- 
** nant regret I difcovercd the 
^* dreaded confirmations of my fuf- 
*^ pîcions, that my beloved Hen- 
*' rîetta, in fubmiffion to an am* 
*^ bitîous mother's will, had facri- 
** ficed het liberty and peace ! I 

^^ wept 
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*' wcpt hcr dcftiny j but attemptcd 
** to confolc hcr at the famé tîme, 
*^ by rcprefenting that hcr griefs 
** wcrc more fupportablc thaa 
^' mine. I, indlreét oppoficion to 
*^ a father's facred comniands, had 
^^ dared to beftow my hand un- 
" fanâified by duty ; and, in unit- 
** îng myfelf to the objeâ: of my 
** inconfiderate love, had defervedly 
^^ mcurred the miferies that at- 
^* tended our inaufpicious marriage! 
^* while, on the contrary, hcr filial 
'* obédience gave her at leaft a 
" daim to comparative happînefs, 
" with a man who could not but 
•'adore her; and, though he was 
*' not the preferred lover of her 
•' choice fhe at leaft had not, I 

" flattered 



C 142 ) 
*^ flitttcfcd myfelf, to enhaûco hèr 
** forrows, the confcioua repitiach 
^ that he had a riv^ in her s^ec- 
*• lions. — A>I iittefcd thefe ^ôrds 
•• her côiimenance changed j Ihc 
•* bent her eyes upon the gfôuncî, 
*• and heaving a gentle figh — ^ Ah 
^ * my Adelctide !* faid fhe, * Yôu 
'* * havc lïow touched a ftriûg too 
•* • tender ! My affeftiôtts, âlas ! 
^* * are but too guilty, if an învo- 
" • luntary fenfibility can be confî- 
'^ • dercd fuch, They hâve ftrayed 
'^ ^ beyond recall; and thy Henri- 
^* * etta has given her empty hand 
" ^ to a hulband, while her heart 
^' ' i3 for ever devoted to another/ 
" * But/ continued ihe, raifing 
^^ her eharming eyes- to heaiven, 

**and 
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«< and clafplng ber ùpliftéd hands, 
•* whilc the glow of confcious virtuc 
•* animated her features, * ncvcr, 
•• • ncvcr (hall this unfortunate prc* 
•* • fcrcDce bc bjurious to tlie duty 
" * I owc my hufband; my guiltlcft 
•• * fentiments fliall ncver dcviate 
'* ' from tbe vows I ottcrcd at thc 
«* < altar ; thc bcart that bas erred 
" • (hall be the viftimof its frailtyt 
" * while it beats wîth life, it cvcr 
'* ^ muftbe dcad rahappinefs. You, 
" * my Adélaïde, bave begutled me 
** ' intothe confeffion of a weaknefs 
*• * I fcarcc acknowlcdged to my- 
" * felf, and of whîcb thc objcdis^ 
" * and (hall l>e, eternally ignorant, 
** * But I conjure you, by your 
** • fricndthtp, ncver to rcfume thc 

*^ • painful 
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** ^ painful fubjeâ:. Had not fatc 
^ * otherwiTe dccreed, I mighthave 
•* * gloried in my préférence of con- 
** * fpicuous merit, diftinguifhed by 
** * birth, but ennobled more by 
** * virtue, he was worthy of me ; 
*^ ^ yet our irrévocable fate (which 
*^ * deftined us not for each other) 
*^ * bas placed a double bar between 
^f ' us ! Never, never let the cruel 
^* ^ officioufnefs of friendfliip urge 
*' ^ me to dîfclofe a name facred 
*^ ^ to filence : and reft aflured, the 
*' ' foui of Henrietta is capable of 
'^ ' combatîng againft every fenti- 
*^ * ment inconfiftent with her ho- 
•^ * nour and her duty/ 

*^ The exalted créature ceafed — 
<^ after a paufe of fome moments, 

** finding 
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'* findîng I continuée! fpecchlefs, 
*^ from the émotions of tender- 
^* nefs, pity, and admiration, flie^ 
**widi a grâce peculiar to hér- 
^^ feif, changed the converfation; 
^^ and, afluming a compofiire which 
** evinced the ftrength of her re- 
^^ folutîon, and greatnefs of lier 
^' mind, varied th€ fubjeft to fome 
^^ amufing occurrences that were, 
^^ at that period, fafhionable topics. 

" She now c^wefuliy avoided ény 
^^ difcourfe iVhîch couid lead to à 
'^^ renewàl of-thc confidence ftiehad 
*^ repofed in me. I 'teheld with 
^* fdeafure her amiaibk attempts tp 
^^ appear cbe$pful, and to enjoy 
." the vaiîiety of amufcmients 4he 
^^ pavtook of^ ia cpmpriiîance with 

VOL. u L " her 
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her lord's defire : fhe ftudied 
thctemper of his mind, endea- 
vour^d to prevent his wUhes, 
and fubmitted to his fréquent 
impetuofity of humour, with the 
moft engaging fweetnefs. But, 
notwithftanding her délicate re- 
ferve, I foon difcovered the dif- 
tiuguiflied rivai of the Duke de 
Gramont; and it was, indeed, 
from that délicate referve of fen- 
tiinent that I became the in- 
voluntary miftrefs of a fecret flie 
fo ardently wifhed to concedi 
even from me. 

" One morning at breakfaft a 
lift of vifitors being, at her corn- 
mand, prefented to the Duchefs, 
the Duke requefted to read thcm ; 

*'and^ 
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*' and, in running through thé 
" names, carelefsly faid, while hiâ 
*^ eyes continued on the paper, 
** * Hâve not you forgot, Hcnrietta; 
** * to invite the Marquis and Mar- 
" ' chionefs de Soiflbns to your en- 
" ' tertainment to morrow ?* A 
'* blufh overfpread her cheeks ; Aie 
" replied, viftbly embarraffed, that 
*' it was a voluntary omiffion, from 
^' rather a diilike to Madame* de 
" Soiflbns, whofe diflipated con»- 
** dudt and levity of manners were 
'* peculiarly unpleafing to her. 

** * Oh ! you are too punftilious/ 
*^ returned the Duke; * and, frboi 
'* ^ the refined décorum of your ov^h 
'* 'fentiments, exped a faînt ih 
'* ^ every female a,cquaintance; y et I 
L 2 ** ncver 
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** * ncTcr beard you ccnfbrioiis bc- 
^ ^ fore. TkeMarcfaione&isiimver* 
^^ ^ Êdly courted ând ouxflcd ; ber 
^' ^ charaâer is unblemiflied ; and 
** ^ fliat of thc Marquis/ whh rather 
^ a fatirical fintle, * is pcrfcdly dcî- 
•* • fifcd^ from its near approach ta 
** * pcrfeââon ; fo^ Henrietta» by 
^ ' nô means omit aa invitation to 
« ' themJ 

^* The Duchefs bowed a filent 
" affebt, Mfith fuch a look of in- 
** quiétude, that I was not without 
** my fufpicions, her objeétion to 
** Madame de Soiflbns^ was the re- 
" fillt of fecret jealoufy; but thc 
" events of the evening provcd me 
'^ miftaken in that conjefture. 

•* An 
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^^ An admired apera beisigta be 
*^ performod Aat night, tfeç Du- 
^' chefs, wîth h^r açcuftonied atten* 
♦^ tion to |he Ruke's amufemeni, 
" propofed our going ; he rçî^dily 
** affented ; hwt, when ^Hc ^ipur 
*^ arrivcd, he was fo dceply en» 
^^ gag^ at play with th€ Bafp()e{s 
*^ de Vallere^ (who ifttendç4 ÎQ^e 
*' pf the pavty), tb^t he ^ffircd 
^^ Madapie dç ^r^mont to e:icufe 
** him ^QC l^alf af^ hpur^ >yheii hc 
** WQuld join W with ber îpptfeer ; 
*< (he requefted ^-ç m|ght w*it fw? 
^' them, but t^ey would by no 
^^ me^ns pern^Uit; ^ethef^r^l^ifU 
^* amly obeyed, and we fet eut ta» 
^* getber for the pper?* ^t jhe 
L 3 '• conclufion 
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^f conclufion of the firft aét, thc 
" Duchefs^ ftood up to enter into 
** converfation with fome ladies în 
** the adjoining box : fuddenly I 
** obferved her complexion turn of 
*^ a deàth-like palenefs, at the ap- 
*^ peaf ance of the Marquis de Soif- 
*^ fons. She was, for the firft 
^^ moment of her life, unguarded, 
*' Cafting a lookof anxîety on me, 
^« ' Oh, my God!* flie foftly ex- 
*^ claimed, as flie feated herfelf by 
*^ me : alarmed at her apparent agi- 
*^ tation, I tenderly inquired if flie 
•* found herfelf indifpofed ? Shè 
*^ inftantly recoUeéted hei* indifcre- 
*^ tion ; her face was overfpread 
♦^ with confcious blufties ; — flie 

/^fanned 
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"fanned herfelf, and complàîned 
^^ of the beat of the houfc, whîch 
'* was indeed exceffive. 

" Monfieur de Soiffons, whofc 
*' attention had hithcrto been en- 
** gaged by the party in the next 
*^ box, now firft difcovered the 
**. Duchefs de Gramont : the ten- 
*' dercft émotion was vifible in hîs 
'^ countenance, as he refpeftfully 
" bowed to her ; and, from that 
*^ interefting moment, l was no 
" longer ignorant of the mutual 
** and unfortunate attachment of 
^^ the two moft perfed beings that 
*' Nature had evçr formed ! He 
" was then, my Julia, in the prime 
*' of youth ; his figure full of dig- 
î' nity and grâce, and his fine fea- 
L 4 " tures 
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^ turcs animated by thofe amiable 
^^and cKalted fentimenu wbich 
^* fo çmincndy havc diftinguiflied 
^'Ws charafter through thc courfe 
^^ of his exemplary life. 

^* Thc Duchefs had refumed an 
** apparent compofure : (hc arofe; 
'^ BXkd, with a lOdk of ineffable 
** fwcetûefs, chailencd by that de- 
^' litate referw which ever niled 
** her coûduA, inquired aftcr the 
<< health of Madame de Soiflbns. 
*' The opéra recommencing, flie 
*^ fixed ail her attention tô the 
*^ftagè^ es:cept when (he tumed 
^^ her aniiôits eyes towards the 
'* docr in queft of the Duke, who, 
*^ hôwcver, did ftot arrive thc whole 
«'cvfehiftg. HêtàvcrtcdtoDks.gave 

^^ the 
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^^thc Marquis an opportunity of 
^* contemplating thc bcauty with 
*' which his heart feemcd cvidently 
" but too tendcrly impreffcd. I 
^* could perccive him gaze with 
*^ cxprcffive admiration, and oftcn 
** attempt to fupprcfs an hcavîng 
** figh. Taughc myfclf, in advcr- 
** fity's hard fchool, to fcel a pang 
*^ for cvery fon and daughtcr of 
•^ affliAion, 1 was fcnfibly touched 
" with regret for an ill-fatcd pair, 
*^ whofe congenial minds feemed 
" formcd^r cach other's happi^ 
" ne6," yet were too furcly thc in- 
" yoluntary fource to cach othcr 
*^ of mutual mifery ! Honour and 
** delicacy, whiçh fufTcred not fo 
^* unfortunatc a paflk>n ta pafs thc 

" facrcd 
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'* facred bounds of filence, refbfed 
*'• them even the foothing fatisfaftion 
*^ of knowing their reciprocal at- 
*^ tachment. The Duchefs, indeed, 
*^ (though never did I hear her 
*^ acknowledge it), could fcarcely 
^* be ignorant of the împreffion (he 
*^ had made ; what was vifible to 
*^ my friendfhîp, could not be un- 
*^ obferved by the more piercing 
** eye of love : yet her delîcacy 
" of fentiment admitted not the 
^* avowal even to me ; nor could 
*^ (he hâve furvived the idea that 
*^ the objed: of a prepofleffion, (he 
'* ufed every eflTort to fubdue, was 
*• confcious of his triumph. No- 
** thîng but her reftraint, in hii 
^' Company, and obvious wi(hes to 

** avoid 



% 
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f^ àyoid\ his convcrfation, could 
^^'dlvulge the fecret. At the con- 
** clufinri': of the opéra. Madame 
^' de'Gramont haftily accepted the 
** ofFoféd .' hand of Monfieur de 
*^ Rouvillè tô iead her to the car- 
** riage, with the évident defign 
" of eluding tfhê ^attentions of the 
^^ Marquis, who filently bowed as 
" fhe pafled. We found the Duke 
*' and Madame de Valiere as deeply 
*^ engrofled at play as when we 
*^ left thcm ; they feemed furprifed 
*^ at our early retu'^n, and the Duke 
*' declared he could not hâve con- 
<< ceived the opéra to hâve been 
** half over. 

*• The next morning^ as we were 
*' walking in the garden, the Du- 
^' chefs looked at me with eameft- 

*' nefs ; 
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'* nefs ; and then cafting down iicr 
^' cyes, • My Adélaïde/ faid fhc 
•* in a low vcMce, * îs a friend in* 
^^ ^ decd; (ke has difcovercd tbe 
** * wcaknefs of Henriett^^ yet 
" ^ gerrerouily forbears her rc- 
" ^ proache^.' 

*^ « Solîttlcdo I ihink Henrietra 
** ^ capablç of weaknefs/ rcpHed 
^M, ^ that ]l cannot açknowledge 
^* * having dilcovcred any. I fee 
^^ ^ nothing in fo irreproaçhablç a 
** ' conduit but a firmnefs of mind 
'* * worthy admiration/ ^ Ah, 
*' * there/ e:çclaimed Ihe, • you 
*^ ^ bave betrayed yourfelf ; your 
** ^ partial friendfhip vainly would 
'^ ^ appcar unçonjfcious of what is 
<* * but too vifible: though beaveq 
<« * forbid (cafting a fearful look) 

" « that 
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*' * tîwt any cyc but yours iiould 
*^ * bave perccivcd the hxzl truth 
*^ * I would conccal cvcn from my- 
•• * felf. 

^^ * You kndw the cxtcfnt of my 
** * gurlt^ if an inadvcrtent and re- 
^* * fifted fentimcnt can mait an 
•* * epichet fo fevere. Yoa knoN^^ 
'* * alas ! that tbcivife of Gtamont 
** ^ laves the hûïband of ^uiotbcr ; 
•* * but/ dalping her bands, and 
^* covcring wîtb a handkerchief bcr 
•* burning cheek, * Ict my tongue 
** ' at leaft be guiltlefs î— let it not 
•* * dare tp utter a namc fo dcar, fa 
^* * fatal V À flood of tcars rufhcd 
•* to tbe relief of her almoft burfl> 
" ing hçart, I foothcd tbe beau- 
^^ teous mo^rûer^ âadfndeavûiirèd 

•* to 
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** to reconcîle her to herfelf, by 
" expatiatîng upon the reditudé of 
*^ her condua,andthe innocence of 
** her mind. — I think, my deafeft 
** Julia/* continued Madame de 
Tourville, ** you are now too fuf- 
** ficiently acquainted with the fen- 
^^ timents of your irreproachable 
" mother, to imagine her lot of 
*^ happinefs fuperior to your own. 
«« Never did the unkindnefs ftie 
^* experienced from a hufband ex- 
** tort from her patient gentlenefs 
** a fingle reproach : her exemplary 
*^ attention to pleafe him was unre- 
^* mitted ; though the only return 
*^ (he met with was morofenefs 
*^ and ill-humour. His caprice of 
*^ temper was, however, kept with- 

"in 
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^^in tolerable bounds for the firft 
** twelve months of their vfnion ; till 
•* the birth of a daughter, by dif- 
•^ appointing hîm of an expcftcd 
** heir, increafed bis unkindnefs 
** to her unhappy mother. Your 
*^ appearance about four years af- 
** terwards, during which interval 
*^ lie had buried two fucceflîve 
^* fons, completed the difpleafure 
*^ of your father : you were foUow- 
^ed by one more brother, who 
^* furvived his prématuré birth bût 
** a few hours. This fatal cvent 
^* thréw the Duke into fuch a fit 
** of defperation as made every 
** fpeftator tremble : though the 
" unfortunate Duchefs was herfelf 
^J in a ftate which foreboded an al- 

"moft 
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"^Dffiift immédiate dfflbiation^ the 
^^ unfeding Duke^ tocaUy regard- 
^ Ids of A fife ib Takiabley (hcwed 
*' no acixîety on iier accouôtp and 
^ was trith difioaky Teifa»ked 
^'fcom •erMoing the apartoient 
^ M/èere ftelay^ pale and tzpiiing, 
^^ to ireproadi die innocent and 
*^ lovcly modier mth the dearii rf 
^* an infant^ who uras ^qû the point 
" df caufing her'a* 

^* It pleafed heavcn to rdftorc 
*^ ;her for a Ihort înterval to our 
*^ prayers. She feebljr rocovcrcd 
** from immédiate danger; buther 
** délicate conftitution was fo im- 
'* paired by the Duke^s urfkindnefs, 
^ joined to the lofs of her fons, 
*^ whom flie fondly though fecretly 
^« regretted, 
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*^ regrctted, that I faw, wîth the 
^^ tendereft concern, flie would too 
** foon bc fnatched from a huftand 
*^ unworthy of lier, and from 
^^ daughters, whofe dawning rea- 
** fon became daily more capable 
** of imbibing the preccpts of fuch 
*^ a mother! .Monfieur.de Gra- 
" mont, although the declining 
•* health of this incomparable wo- 
** man was but too vifible, paid 
** her no attention. Hi$ hardened 
" heart, infenfible- even to re-. 
" morfe, purfued his pleafures 
^* uncontroled; while we refided- 
^' conftantljr at a feat within a few 
*^ leagues of Paris, whither (hchad 
•* retired after the dcath of the 
«* Baronefs de Valiere» In this 
VOL. I. M '* fwecc 



C is^ ) 

•^fweet retreat wc werc fcldomi 
•* vifitcd by your father : the Du- 
•* chefs employed her wcll-regu- 
*^ latcd tîme in afts of benevolence 
** to the furrounding poor, and in 
^* a perféverancc of tliat humble 
•* piety which képt her in confiant 
"préparation for that heavenly 
*' fummons^ which the languid 
^^ fituation of her health, for the 
" laft fix months, made her almoft 
^* daîly expedb. Her hours of hap-- 
*^ pinefs werc thofe Ihe indulged 
<* with her beloved childrcn. In 
** their prefénce flie feemed to lofe 
** the remembrance of every for- 
*^ row, till arecolle6tion of the im- 
** pendîng ftroke, which was to 
^^ deprive them of her protedtion,, 

^^ would 
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«^would fometimes force the in- 
*^ voluntary tear. 

*' Several weeks clapfed with- 
*^ out the Dukc's vifiting his in* 
^* jured wife, or cven making an 
^^ inquiry ; and^ nocwkbftanding 
** the fréquent information I pri* 
*^ vately fent him of the Duchcfs^s 
'^ increafing illnefs, he ncithcr an- 
** fwered my letters, or took anjr 
** notice of their contents. Her 
** refignation was exemplary as her 
•^ faultlefs life had bcen : fhe was 
^* fenfible of her approaching fatc, 
*' and of the indifférence of a huf* 
*^ band, from whom (he meritcd a 
" tendcrer treatmcnt. She wiflhed 
** to hâve recommended the pledges 
** of her unfortunate union to the 
M 2 ^* proteftion 
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•*proteftion of their father-^bùt 

*^ this fad confolation was denied 

^* her : Ihe regretted, but (he mur- 

^* mured not : death had na ter- 

'*^ irors for a foui like her's ! and 

^^ Ihe only lamented her untimely 

** doom from the ténder claims of 

f^ maternai afFedtion. How would 

f * Ihe ftrain her children to her 

^* bofom ; and, while the tear of 

••* anxipus fondnefs ftole down her 

.*^ cheek, implore the bleffing of 

*^ her God to guard their bloom- 

'^ îng innocence ! She conjured 

*^ me never to forfake them, but 

*^ to prove my regard to her me- 

** mory by an unremitted attention 

•^ to them. *When I am no more, 

^^ ' oh, Adelaide/ faid (he, « be thou 

** * a mother 
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^^ ^ a mother to thefe unfominatô 
*^ * remains of a beloved friend ! 
*^ * cultivate their tender minds, 
*^ * train thcm to virtue, imp\jint 
^^ ' religion as the firft of duties^^ 
" * that point includes them ail. 
" * Should the difregard the Duke 
*' * évinces towards their dyiHg mo- 
*^ ' thçr exift beyond the grave, and 
*^ ^ extend its influence to her fur- 
" * viving daughters, tell them that 
" * no want of tendernefs in the pa-^ 
*^ * rent can juftify a breach of filial 
" ' duty. — Yet furely nature muft 
** * plead in the bofom of a father. 
^^ * Their innocence claims his pro-^ 
^^ ^ teftion, let their obédience me- 
^* * rit his afFedion ! . but oh, my 
M 3 î* • Adelaide ! 
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^ ^ Adélaïde ! warn theîrunfufpeél* 
•• ' ing youth to fliun the delufive 
•* * pleafuresoftheworld: convince 
^ * them that the tranquil vale of 
•* ' rctircment leads alone to real 
^* • happinefs ! foon will thefe lan- 
*.* * guid eyes be clofed in peace, 
*' • and my fad bofom breathe its 
*' ^ final figh ! Let my cold remains 
•* ' be privately depofited in their 
** * native earth ; let me be forgot- 
•' * ten : may no fculptured urn or 
*' * pageant monument dénote the 
^* * dwelling where my relies fleep. 
*' ' Aflure the Duke I die in per- 
*^ ' fedt friendfliip wiih him ; con- 
'* * juring heaven to (hower upon 
*^ • his head its choiceft bleffings. — 

" * Oh l 
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^^ ' Oh ! may that heaven with 
** * enlightcning bcams rccall him 
" * from the paths of error !' 

** Thcfe werc hcr laft worldly 
^* fentitnents ; her femaining mo- 
^' mcnts wcrc dedicated to hcr 
'* God, with tliat fervency of dc- 
*^ votion which had fupported hcr 
^* through the trials of her fliort 
** life, and which now reconcîlcd 
^* her to become the vidim of zh 
*^ early grave 1 

** Not to dwdl longer on a fub- 
** jeft too affeôing to youf fenft- 
*^ bility, let me dofc ihc fccnc of 
** that pure and fpotlefs lifc which 
^* deprived the world of an orna- 
** ment — my Julia of a mothcr — 
•^ myfelf of a friend invaluablcr' — 
M 4 A pathctic 
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A pathetic paufe enfued : tcars 
And fighs for fome tîme fuppUed the 
place of language ; the Marchi- 
oncfs fixcd her ftreaming eyes upon 
her friend, in an agony of unutter- 
able forrowc At length the tranf- 
port of her tears fubûded, and 
recoUeftive reafon calmed her foui. 
*^ What do I not owe you, oh 
.** my friend !*' faid (he, *' for 
f pointing to my view this bright 
** example ? Never can the fad 
*^ ftory of a mother's woes be 
*' efFaced from my remembrance ! 
*« her perfeft charafter fliall be 
**my giiide through life. What 
** are my mîferies compared with 
" hers ? they are comparatively 
•* bleffings. Shall I dare to mur- 

'^ mur 
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'^mur at my fate whcn I rcfleft 
'* how fhe fupportcd accumulated 
**ills! 

" Oh, may my future refign- 
** ation to the will of heavcn ren- 
" der me in fome degrce worthy 
" fuch a mother ! from thîs mo- 
** ment I dévote myfelf to the 
" duties of that dation wherein 
** deftiny has placed me. 

** Let the diftinguiflied objeft of 
** a mother's love be that of my 
** cheerful attentions and grateful 
" efteem — let the want of warmer 
" fentiments be fupplied by an 
** unremitted affiduity to pleafc— 
** may I render happy the even- 
*' ing of a hulband's days, whofc 
*^ morning and .mcridian of lîfc 

" werc 
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^ wcre tnarked by difappoîntmcnt 
** and imbittered by advcrfîty,'* 

Madame de TourvîUe folded 
the Marcbionefs to hcr bofom. 
** Therefpokc/* faidflie, •* thefpi- 
** rit of my dcparted friend ! therc 
'* fpoke the daughtcr of Hcnri- 
*^ ctta de Gramont ! — Go on, my 
*' child, purfue the vîrtuous path, it 
" leads tohonourand tohappîncfs: 
** it will fecure the calm joys of 
^* confcious innocence in this life, 
** render ferene the folemn hour 
** of death, and crown with glory 
** your tranfition to the bright 
** manfions of eternity!*' 

TranqiiîUîty feemed now, in 
fome meafure, reftored to the mînd 
of Julia : (he wiped away the traces 

of 
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of lier tears, and attemptcd to ad- 
juft lier countenance with imiles to 
meet her lord. — The more fhc 
became acquainted with the cha- 
radier of the Marquis, the more 
worthy flie found it of her cfteem 
and gratitude.— His heart was the 
feat of every virtue, and his aftions 
daîly proved him the benevolent 
friend of human nature ; — he 
was, as he deferved to be, uni- 
yerfally beloved, honoured, and 
revered. 

Let us for the prefent quit the 
Château de Soiffons to foUow Au- 
guftus to that of Senanges. — In 
vain did his illuftrious friends at- 
tempt to footh his forrows : — ftill 
did the remembrancc of his loft 

Julia 
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Julia Iiaunt cvery thought, and 

mingle with every idea. — They 

confiderately fuffered him, without 

oppofition, to indulge his hopelefs 

pafïïon; and he pafled whole days 

in thofe embowerîng groves wherc 

firft he whifpered the foft taie of 

love, and receîved, exchanged for 

his, the artlefs lieart of Julia. — In 

vain did they paînt the charms of 

other females who frequented the 

Caftle — his eyes were dead to 

beauty's power, and his heart was 

coldly infenfible to any attrapions 

but thofe alone, which to him were 

loft for ever. 

The Baron de Neuville refided 

at an élégant manfion within a 

(hort diftance of the Château de 

Senangcs 
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Scnanges— thither he liad retîrcd, 
upon the death of a lamented wife, 
to educate, in folitude, a beautcous 
and only daughter. 

Leonora de. Neuville was in the 
bloom of feventecn when Madame 
de Senanges returncd from at- 
tending the nuptials of her fifter: — 
it was then that the Baron firft pre- 
fented her to the Countefs; — with 
a very lovely perfon was blended 
the natural dignity of birth, corn- 
pleted by a polifhed, though re- 
tired, éducation. 

To the attentions of a father ftie 
was indebted for the cultivation of 
a natural genius, but hc had left 
her totally ignorant of that world 
which he had himfclf voluntarily 
* renounccd ; 
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reBOvnced ; and^ unwiUing to dif* 
turb her innocent pkafures^ be 
pointed not out the thorns which 
too often obftrudt the path of 
lifc— -Thus, unprepared for dan- 
gers, her heart was clated with ex- 
pedled happinefs,^— never y et had 
it heaved the fîgh of forrow, — it 
had oniy beat with gaiety and ani- 
mating hope 1 — the bloom of Hebc 
glowed upon her cheek, —PY 
dimpled round her mouth, and 
fparkled in her eye, chaftened 
gently by inborn delicacy and con- 
fcious virtue. 

The young Countefs was charmed 
with her appearance, and, on an 
improved acquaintance, found Leo- 
ûora pofleffed of fo many engaging 

qualities. 
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qnalitîes, that (he was folicîtous to 
cultivate her friendfhip. Madame 
de Scnanges was univerfally adored 
throughout the environs cf hcr 
caftle ; hcr eafy afFability and win* 
îng condefcenfion gained every 
heart. — ^The Baron, who found in 
the Countefs an amiable pattern for 
the imitation of his daughter, with 
pleafure obferved their growing in* 
timacy ; and, happy in an opportu- 
nity of introducing the darling àE 
}kis heart undçr fuch defirable au- 
fpices, he accepted, very fre- 
quently, the prefling invitation of 
the Count and Countefs. 

A fucccffion of Company fooi» 
interrupted that rctîrement which 
Auguftus hoped for at the Château 

de 
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de Senanges. At firft hîs attentive 
friends kindly difpenfed with his 
appearance in their focial circles, 
and he devoted conftantly thofe 
days to folitude on which the 
neîghbouring nobleffe vifited at 
the Caille. 

Upon thefe occafions he chofe 
for his retreat a maufoleum, which 
was encompaffed with a thick grove 
of moumful yew and cyprefs. 
This awful réceptacle of death, 
facred to the anceftors of the illuf- 
trious houfe of Senanges, was fitu- 
ated on the hîghefl: eminence in 
the gardens : it commanded from 
one fpot, where a feat, in^ the 
form of an antique fepulchre, was 
placed, an extenfive profpeâ: of the 

adjacent 
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adjacent country. From hence a 
diftinft view of an obelifk, in thc 
Marquis de Soiffon's park, was 
difcernible, though at the diftance 
ôf five leagues. — It was hère the 
unfortunate Chevalier paffed his 
fad hours ! the folemn gloom whîch 
furrounded hîm foothed his de- 
fpair ; — his foui was attuned to 
ail its fombre horrors; and he de- 
rived even a degree of mournful 
confolation from the difcordant 
notes uttered by the ill-omened 
chorifters of this fequeftered grove. 

When the pale deity of night 
began to extend her gentle radi* 
ance over the fpangled hemifphcre, 
and to twinkle through the trem- 
bling foliage, then did this dif- 

YOL. I. N confolate 
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confblate and faithful lôver ufualty 

quît thç facred édifice, and wîth 

feluftant ftçpa approach thc caftle î 

tbere, to appear kfs wretched» he 

fuppreflfcd Uis fortows, that he 

might not interrupt the happinefs 

of that amiable pair who fo tçn- 

derly attempted to affuage hia an- 

guilh. The indulgence he allowed 

his grief in folitude enabled him, 

at length, to affume more cheer- 

fulnefs when he rejoined his friends;. 

confequently they began to hope 

that time might reconcile him ta 

his fate, and vanquifli at length a 

hopclefs paffion. 

The beauty of Leonora infpired 
the Countefs with the moft fan- 
gqjne hopçs that its influence might 

bc 
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be efTedual in banilhing her fiftef'j 
idea from his mind; and fhe 
thought her truly worthy of fup- 
pknting Julia in tho Chevalicr's 
affedtions. 

One day, when a public dinnct 
was givento the Baron, and fevcral 
ofthe furrounding nobility, the 
Countefs entreated Monfieur de 
Neuville to indulge her with the 
Company of his lovely danghter for 
a few weeks ; he politely acqui* 
cfccd, and Ihe remaîned at thtf 
caille. This was the firft time Léo* 
nora had cxpcrienced a feparatioil 
from her father : as he badc her 
adieu a pearly tear defcended'upori 
his check, which infenfibly trickled 
from her charmings eyes, while ha 
N 2 imprinted 
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imprinted his blefling on her lips : 

but foon her little heart, date with 

happinefs, forgot the momentary 

grief, and fmiled away her forrow, 

Towards the evening, Monfieur 

de Soifibns quitted the filent man- 

fions of ihe dead, and ilowly bent 

his folitary way towards the caftlc, 

through a long avenue of lofty 

clms ; he defcried, at a diftance, 

two human forms : — he ftopped, 

and would hâve ftruck down a 

winding path, but the voice of the 

Countefs prevented him; and he 

quîckened his pace as Ihe advanced 

with Mademoifelle de Neuville. 

Henrietta had prepared a pleafing 

fUrprife for the difconfolate Auguf- 

tus, and prefented to him her fair 

companion. 
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companîon, curious to obferve the 
effeâ: of her ftrikîng charms; he 
bowcd refpcdfuUy; the timid Lc- 
onora bluflied : — the moon's re- 
fplendent beams gave him a full 
view of her graceful élégance of 
mien. Her garb was fpotlefs white, 
which was peculiarly adapted to a 
countenance of angelic innocence; 
they filently approached the caille ; 
the melodious nightingale alone 
was vocal, it thrilled harmonious 
notes ; her fweetly plaintive voice 
was a pleafing centrait to the dif- 
cordant concert of moping owls, 
from which Auguftus came. A ray 
of foothing fatisfaétion diffufed it» 
felf over the heart of even the love- 
lorn Soiffons. The Count met 
N 3 them 
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tktm at the door, and accompâ<< 
nied them into the faloon, wherc 
fupper waited. 

The Countefs placed her young 
friend oppofite to Auguftus, that 
he might hâve leifure to contem- 
plate thofe chartns (he fo ardently 
hoped might (hake his unavailing 
oonftancy. Hc felt himfclf under 
a painful conilraint ; and cafl on 
Madame de Senanges a look of 
gentle reproach, for having intro- 
duced him to a ftranger : (he 
fmiled ; and, entering into conver- 
fation with the Count and Made- 
moifelle de Neuville, left him at 
liberty to indulge his own reflec- 
tions. Cafting a glance now and 
thcn on Leonora, Auguftus was 

ftruck 
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i!lruck with the «Icgancc of hct 
figure, the fymmetry of her fca*- 
tures, and the grâces of her ad- 
drefs ; but the power of beauty 
lerved only to remind him of her 
in whom he thought ail féminine 
perfeâion centered. 

Mademoifelle de Neuville be- 
held the Chevalier wlth unconimon 
émotion ; the interefting fadnefs of 
hîs countenance, his air of dignity, 
and the affedHng tone of his voice^ 
made a deep impreflîon on her 
mind : (he heard hîs învoluntary 
fighs, and gently echoed them, 
while the tear of fympathy trem- 
bled in her eye. The Chevalier 
perceived it ; he fixed on her a look 
of tender gratitude; a confcious 
N 4 blufh 
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bluftiillumîned her face ; flie avert- 
cd it, — and the chryftal drop, 
which hovered in its fluice^ fiole 
down her damalk cheek. 

Auguftus felt unufually agitated; 
the generous compaflion of this 
lovely créature pained and delight- 
ed him ; he attempted to fpeak — 
his tongue refufed him utterançe: 
he reached a bafket of neâarines, 
and tremblingly prefented them. 
She advanced her fnowy hand, 
bluftied again, and felefled one. 
This filent, y et éloquent fcene, did 
not efcape the obfervation of 
Monfieur and Madame de Senan- 
ges, but they afFefted not to fee it. 
The Count arofe, and relieved her 
diftrefs, by ofFering a harp to Leo- 

i^ora; 
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nora : (he accepted it ; hcr taper 
fîngers touched the ftrings, and fhc 
appeared with a thoufand additional 
grâces. 

Monfieur de Soiflbns retired to 
his chamber, when the hour of 
feparatîon came : — there Julia's 
loved idea again affailed his ima- 
gination; it efFaced the form of 
Leonora, whofe prefence had inte- 
refted him, but whofe abfence ba- 
niflied her from his thoughts. Dur- 
ing the foUowing week a ceflation 
from Company ftopped the progrcfs 
of his daily vifits to the maufoleum: 
in complaifance to the Count and 
Countefs, he confented to be lefs 
folitary; but he fometimes ftole 
away from theîr attentions to re- 

fled 
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ficâ: at libcrty upon his adared 
Marchionefs. The geDtle Leonora 
dcarly paid for thefe fréquent op- 
portunities of acquaînting herfelf 
with the virtues of the Chevalier : 
the more (he obferved the expref- 
five dejeâîon of his countenance, 
the more he became to her an în- 
tcrefting objeft. She fecretly la- 
mented his private forrows, till, in- 
feftcd by his fadnefs, Ibe began to 
lofe tbat agreeable vivacity, that 
charmijîg gaiety, which had before 
diftÎDguiihcd her. She became 
£lent and penâye when abfent from 
Augufhîs, and in his prefence the 
tendcreft inquiétude was ytfible in 
her eyes. 

The 
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The Countcfs, who dîfcovered 
thîs fudden altération in her fair 
charge, though (he did not totally 
defpair of the fuccefs of her fcheme, 
yet thought ît prudent to acquaint 
her of the fituation of the Cheva- 
lières heart, by informing her that 
the difappoîntment of his hopcs, 
în a vcry tender attachaient, had 
occafîoncd the apparent dejeftîon 
of his fpirits. — •* Ah !** exclaimcd 
Leonora, with émotion, ** exifts 
*^ there the heart capable of ingr»- 
" titude and falfehood to the Cbe- 
^* valier de Soiffons ?" The pêne- 
trating glance that the Coumd& 
caft upon her at thîs moment 
brought a confcious glow into her 
artteis face, and heF embarraflînent 

was 
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was happîly rclieved by the en- 
trance of Monfieur de Senanges, 
which gave her an opportunity to 
retire to her apartment. 

In the evening Auguftus and 
Leonora happening to be left to- 
gether, the latter, by every winning 
attention, endeavoured to amufc 
Monfieur de Soiflbns, After hav- 
ing played at his requeft upon the 
harp, (he placed it with inimitable 
grâce in his hands; and, looking 
at him with an enchanting fmile, 
fhe told him that he muft now, in 
return for her compliance, try his 
fkill upon the indrument. He 
gazed at her with tender earneft- 
nefs, but feemed difinclined to ac- 
cept the propofal till flie repeated 

her 
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hcr entreaties ; hc then rcluftantly 
obeyed, and his fingers, infpîred 
by his fentiments, exprcffcd the 
plaintive founds of a defpairing 
lover bewailing unrequited love. 
The pathetic notes were too much 
for the gentle heart of Leonora ! 
her eyes, and thofe of Auguftus; 
accidentally met ; they were both 
fuffufed with tears ! never did (he 
appear fo intereftingly lovely as at 
this moment : he felt ail the irre- 
fiftible force of bcauty; he threw 
afide the harp. — ^' Ah, Madam," 
cxclaimed he, " is it poffible that 
** I can hâve caufcd thofe precious 
*' tears ! can the unfortunate Soif- 
*^ fonshaveoccafioned a moment's 
** pain in that gentle bofom which 

'' fliould 
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*' fhould ever be the abode of hap-» 
*^ pinefs and pcacel" 

Her tongue was &\tnt, but ber 
grief was audible î be funk at ber 
feet ; and, tenderly taking one c( 
ber hands^ while tbe other con^ 
cealed with a bandkcrcbidf ber 
blufbing cheek — " Too generooi 
*^ Leonora !" continued be, " bom 
" to wretchednefs myfelf, let not 
*^ my griefs caft a gloom mer thy 
" brighter profpeds. Na- fiulHng 
^' happinefs (hall biefs tby fpring, 
** and crown thy clofe of life— 
^' propitious love fliall wcave (ôt 
** thee its faireft chaplets, and thy 
^^ heart fliall bc tlie fweet reward of 
•* eonllancy and trutli/'— " Never, 
''never!" uttered the weepiiig 

Lconora, 
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jLconora^ gcntly withdrawing ber 
hand — " whilc thou art wrctched, 
*^ this feeling heart mull be infenii- 
'^bletojoy." 

At that inftant tbe Countefs en«^ 
tered, wîth a countcnance cxpref- 
five of pleafing furprife ac a fcene 
fa unexpefted. The laft words of 
Mademoifelle de Neuville refound- 
ed in her ear : tbe Chevalier wa» 
advancing to the Coimtefs with ai> 
rmbarrafled air, when a fervant 
appeared, who delîvcred hcr a mef» 
fage. This gave Lconora an op- 
portunity to recover from her emo* 
tîon, by withdrawing to a windowî 
aad Monfieur de Senanges jointng 
iheni, the converfation becarae gê- 
nerai. Henrietta miautely fciu- 

tinized 
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tînized the lookà ôf Auguitus and 
Leonora : they both feenlcd afii-^ 
mated with the tendereft fenfibilïty; 
and Ihe flattered herfelf, from the 
converfation Ihe had înterrupted 
on entering, that a recîprocal af- 
fedtion wâs kindlîng in their hearts. 
She înformed the Count of her 
pleafing conjeétures ; but they 
mutually agreed not ta precipitate 
an ecclairciflement till time gave 
them a ftronger confirmation of 
their hopes. 

The Marquis de Soiflbns grew 
every day more tenderly attached 
to his incomparable wife ; but he 
obferved, with fecret regret, an 
air of melancholy Janguor fre- 
quently diffufe itfelf overher coun- 

tenance 
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tcnance, her aflumed gaîety would 
fometimes forfake her, and an in- 
advertent figh cfcape her bofotn. 
He would then caft upon her a 
look of fond inquiétude, When- 
ever tlie Marchionefs perceived 
thefe émotions in her lord, fhe în- 
ftantly difpelled the involuntary 
gloom, and, with her fmiles, be- 
calmed his tender fears. Anxious 
to procure her amufements, he was 
conftantly propofingthem; but (he, 
with her ufual gentlenefs, aflured him 
that his fociety was her only wiih, 

The Marquis one day found her 
difîblved in tears, while fhe held 
in her hand a letter from Madame 
de Senanges : he earneftly inquîred 
the caufe of her concern, fcarful 

VOL. I. O that 
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that fome unpleafing event had 

happened at Senanges : flic pre- 

fented him the paper; and, bright- 

ening into fmiles, informed him 

that the Count and Countefs were 

in perfeft health, and that he muft 

attribute the weaknefs flie betrayed 

to the affedion flie bore a fifter, 

from whom, fince her bîrth, flie 

had never before been feparated.— 

*^ YourtendernefsforHenrîetta,my 

^^ dcareft Julia," replied he, " far 

^^ from meriting the name of weak- 

^^ nefs, is one of the innumerable 

*^ grâces of your charafter — it îs 

" long fince you hâve feen that 

^^ amiable fifter; I will myfelf at- 

'^ tend you to the Caftle de Senan- 

•^ gcs : \ve will départ immediately: 

*^ I anti- 
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** I antîçipate thc agreeable furprife 
" and mutual rapture of your meet* 
** ing, and fly inftantly to give or- 
** ders for our expédition."— With 
thefe words he haftily quitted the 
Marchionefs, Icaving her in a very 
painful dilemna. 

Hcr inclinations ftrongly împel- 
led her to vifit Henrietta, but her 
prudence was alarmed by the dread 
of meeting, at Senanges, an objeét 
whom (he was but too confcious 
(lie could not behold with in- 
difTerence, 

She reperufed, with trembling 
anxicty, her letter; but found no 
mention of the Chevalier. From 
this circumftance (he flattered her- 
felf with the hopc that he was 
O 2 returned 
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returned to Paris; and, as (he could* , 
oppofe no reafonable objection to 
hcr lord's kind defign, flie inftantly 
prepared for an cxcurfîon ; which, 
but for one uncertainty, would havc 
yiclded hcr thc trueft pleafure.— • 
She confided thefe délicate fcru- 
ples in the bofom of her faith- 
fiil Tourville; who, fenfible that 
there was no remedy in the prefent 
circumftance, encouraged her ta 
refign eveîy fear in the heartfelt joy 
of embracing a beloved fifter. 

In a couple of hours the équi- 
pages were in readinefs ; and they 
fet forvvard for the Château de Se- 
nanges time enough to arrive there 
before the clofe of evening. — As 
they approached the fpot, which- 

had 
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had once been the fcene of an un- 
fortunate exchange of hcarts, and 
pafled the grove vvhich had fo often 
witnefled the mutual vows of un- 
propitious love, the Marchionefs 
could net conceal her agitations; 
her colour varied, and (he with 
difficulty vvithheld her tears. — Her 
attentive lord perceived the tremors 
of her mind, and tcndcrly endea- 
voured to fortify her againft the 
overflowing of a fenfibility which, 
he feared, might be prejudicial to 
her délicate frapie, — At length they 
arrived— Julia was prepared to fly 
into her fifter's arms ; but, ardently 
as (he wilhed the interview, fhe 
dreaded it; and felt a relief from 
the information they receivcd on en- 
O 3 tering. 
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tering, that the Count ahd Countefs 
had dined out that day, and were 
not yet returned. 

The Chevalier had not been 

liamed ; a circumftance which con- 

firmed Madame de Soiflbns in her 

hopes that he was no longer a 

gueft at Senanges. This fiât- 

tering conjedlure in fome meafure 

reftored her ferenity : they were 

(hewn into the library, and pre- 

fented with refrelhments, which 

were acceptable after a journey im- 

moderately hot. The Marquis be- 

gan to amufe himfelf by looking 

over fome capital drawings which 

were fpread on a table : Madame 

de Tourville was examining a full- 

length piéture of the Countefs, 

which 
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which had lately been placed în 
this apartment ; while the Marchio- 
nefs lookcd fearfully round thc 
room to fce if (he could difcover 
any traces of Auguftus, She re- 
joiced at difcerning none ; and, ad- 
vancing towards a glafs door, which 
was thrown open to admit the fra- 
grance of the varions flowers which 
luxuriantly furrounded it, Ihe was 
tcmptcd to ftray upon tiie verdant 
lawn. — AU was calm ; the air 
breathed odoriferous gales; her feet, 
with involuntary motion, led her to 
a walk ihe had often trod with her 
loved Soiflbns; the meeting becch 
had formed a natural canopy abovc; 
the blooming rofe and twining 
woodbine, in wijd profufion, bent 
O 4 their 



their branches to fcatter at her feet 
their tningled fweets. 

As flie entered the grovc (lie eaft 
hcr eyes towards thc apartment 
which had once contained the Che- 
valier. The Windows were open, 
and the luftring curtains gently 
waved; Ihe hcaved a figh, and pro- 
ceeded. 

The plaintive Philomela had be- 
ganherevening melody — with flow 
and penfive air the beauteous Julia 
moved — each feat, each fhrub, re- 
called a dear idea to her mind ! 
She viewed, with painful pleafure, 
cvery mémento of her former love. 
Hère glowed the amaranthus, there 
blulhed the gay carnation, whofe 
opening fweets and budding in- 

fancy 
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fancy (lie had watched and tended 
in their early fpring. 

Wrapt in. this fad but foothîng 
contemplation, flie advanced, till 
a- proftrate bench, which fome 
boifterous fummer ftorm had over- 
fet, obftrufted her paflage. An 
opening path appearing through 
the trees, ihe followed it infenfibly: 
its winding turns led imperceptibly 
up an eafy afce^t ; and Ihe was 
roiifed from her reVerie, by finding 
herfelf condufted to the maufole-î 
um, This édifice, though (he had 
often pafled, (he never yet had en-» 
tered : it was accuftomed to bo 
kept conftantly fhut — the door now 
llood a-jar ; and, though the gloom 
qf the furrounding evergreens caft 

a folemix 
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1 folemn fliade, and infpired JuHa 
with a fecret terror, yet flic feit 
herfelf impelled to approach the 
drcar abode. The noife Ihc made 
on entering alarmed her ; the door 
grated on its rufty hinges; and, 
echoing through the vaulted arches, 
difturbed that awful ftîllnefs whîch 
încreafed the fepulchral horrors of 
thîs région of mortality! 

The Marchionefs trembled as flie 
fearfuUy furveyed the dôme, whofe 
monumental niches contaîned the 
departed anceftry of Senanges. 
,She had fcarcely power to return 
towards the door, with an intent to 
quit it, when the folemn tones of 
an organ, from the adjoinîng cha- 
pel, ftruck her ear; — they ceafed; 

flie 
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Ihe agûin t)iade an effort to départ: 
but lier terrors were yet heightencd 
by thc ilow trcad of advancing 
fteps. She became immoveable; 
Ihe uttered a faint fcrcam ; — a 
form appeared — it perceived her 
fcars — it flcw to fupport her in its 
arms — it funk with her on the mar- 
ble pavement. What were thc 
émotions of Auguftus, when he 
found his Julia clafped in his em- 
brace ! he was for an inftant lofl: 
in ecftafy ; but was foon roufed to 
a fatal fenfibilîty — her beauteous 
cyes were clofed ; adeath-likc pale-, 
nefs had overfpread her face, and 
flie appeared a fit inhabitant of this 
awful dwelling! In an agony of 
grief he called upon her name; 

"Oh 
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•'"Oh Julîa, adorable Julîa P'— he 
-cried — *' and is ît thus wc meet 
'•* again ? {hall the grim king of 
^* terrors, wbo hcre keeps^his fatal 
** court, prey on a form fo lovely ? 
•* Ob, bear me Julia ! hear thy 
*^ once loved Auguftus — it is bis 
*^ voice recalls thee to life !*' — She 
ftill continued motionlefs* — The 
Chevalier was in defpair ; but, re- 
collefting there was fome water 
lodged in a ciftern near the build- 
ing, he gently refted the Marchi- 
onefs on the fteps that led to the 
chapel, and, having haftily reached 
a velvet culhion froni the altar, 
and placcd it to fupport her head, 
he flew to fiU bis bat with water. 
He fprinkled her face, and chafed 
;her temples — bis cares fucceded — 

Julia 
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Juliabrcathed a figh, and, openîng 
her eyes, (he fixcd them on the 
Chevalier — hc removed to a re- 
fpeâful diftance — fhc gazed with 
aflonilhment around — then, fud- 
denly recoUeâing every cîrcum- 
ftance, flie began to account for 
her fituation : — but, endeavour- 
ing to recover her accuftomed cou- 
rage, (he attempted to rife — hc 
ofFered his trembling hand ; (hc 
timicHy accepted it to fuftain her 
fceble fîame — hc prefumed to lift 
it to his lips, and flie withdrew it 
with an air of difpleafure. — *^ Ah,. 
*^ Madam," faid the Chevalier, 
^^ nor cruel duty, nor rigid virtue, 
^' can deny this poor reward for 
^ faithful love ! refufe not the un* 

" fortunatc 
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^^ fortunate Auguftus one fîgh tô 
** the memory of that tender paf- 
^* fion which you in happier days 
" permitted/' 

** Alas!" replied the Marchio- 
nefs, " ail former fentiments muft 
^* be forgotten ; we muft meet no 
** more, or meet as friends alone : 
" regard me as the wife of the moft 
*^ amiable of fathers — I ever fliall 
^* eftcem you as his fon. Honour, 
*^ duty, reûitude, and vîrtue, will 
** affift you to fubdue every idea 
** inconfiftent with your own cha- 
*' rafter, and the dignity of mine." 
With thefe words ihe moved to- 
wards the door, but the Chevaher 
intercepted her departure, by fink- 
ing on his knees,— " Oh irrefiftible 
^* enchantrefs '/' 
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*^ enchantrefs !** exclaimed he ; '^ I 
** yield to your cruel, dread, yet 
*' juft decree ! fupplicating only a 
*^ ftiort interval of condcfccnding 
*' pîty for the man who, in re- 
^^ figning you, has bid a laft fare- 
*^ wcll to peace of mind.*' — " Alas! 
^' Chevalier," interrupted the Mar- 
chionefs, *' if the honoiir of Julia 
*^ is yet dear to you, dctain hcr 
^^ not ; my erring fteps hâve led 
^* me hither — guide me to the 
'' Caftle, I fhall be fought for ; 
^* and, unprcmeditated as was this 
^* interview, my famé may fuffcr.'* 
^^ Heaven fbrbid!" replîed Au- 
guftus, ftartîng up; " No, moft 
^* adorable of women ! never fliall 
*^ my fatal love reflcâ: diflionour 

*^on 
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^* on a name fo fpotlefs ; rathcr 
*' will I impofe upon myfelf eter- 
*^ nal banifliment, When I havc 
*' direfted your return dirough 
*^ yon dcvious path, I will tear 
^^ myfelf from ail that is precious 
*^ to my foui, and retire an exile 
^* to thîs drear abode of death ; 
** hère to adore the facred fpot 
*^ which reftored your beauteous 
^^ form once more to my enrap- 
" tured fight."— *^ No/' interrupt- 
ed Madame de Soiflbns, finiling 
and moving onwards, *^ you (hall 
*^ not indulge a projeâ fo fevere; 
^' I muft infift on your fubmiflîon 
*^ to the complîance I exaâ: : fol- 
'^ low me to the Caftle; exert every 
*' effort to afTume at leaft a cheer- 

*'ful 
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*' fui afpeft, when yoii receîve 
" the embraccs of your father : 
^* let my example teach you for- 
<^ titude/' 

They filently defcended the hill : 
when they reached the bottom, the 
Marchionefs ftruck out of the walk 
into the avenue which commandcd 
the caftle. She fixed on the Che- 
valier a look of fweet complacency; 
^^ Remember," faid flie, ^' my ad- 
^' monitions ; and let difcretion rule 
'' your conduâ:/* Uttering thefe 
words fhe, in a moment, vanilhed 
from his fight. 

He remained motionlefs ; his 

eyes turned to the leafy fence which 

flie had penetrated, and which yct 

bore the foft impreffion of herforra. 
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The lovdy vifian ftill dwelt on 
his imagination^ and he was abforb- 
cd in her fweet idea, till the recol- 
k&ed hope of feeing her again in 
reality urged his departure to the 
Caftle, whither ihe had winged 
her flight. 

Before the Marchionefs reached 
the hôufe, fhe was met by the 
Countcfs and Madame de Tour- 
* vilki who came in fearch of her. 
The interview between the fifters 
was tender: Henrietta felt ail hap* 
pinefs, and Julia became now fen- 
Hl^le of the firft ray of real fatif- 
faftion (he had experienced fince 
they parted. Monfieur de Senan- 
ges welcomed her arrivai, and pre- 
lented to her Mademoifelle de Neu- 
ville. 
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ville. Julia, ftruck by the beanty 
of Leonora, reccived her wîth an 
enchanting grâce. When they had 
been fome little time affemblcd, 
the Chevalier entered ; hîs father, 
who was prepared to fee him, met 
him with open arms. During his 
foHtary walk from the maufoleUm, 
he had been endeavouring toatîti 
his mind with fortitude. The de- 
lightful thoughts of being admitted 
again into the prefence of hîs 
adored Julia, difFuféd through hîs 
heart a pleafure to which he had 
long been a ftranger. He reTped- 
fully approached, and welcomed 
her to Senanges ; (he fweetly bliifti- 
ed, and confefled how much (he 
owed to the Marquis, whofe kind 
P 2 attention 
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attention to her had formed fo agree-^ 
able an expédition. Madame de 
Tourville haddifcoveredwith regret 
that a meeting between thefe unfor- 
tunate levers was become inévitable; 
flie tenderly felt for both, and 
dreaded their firft interview. The 
fifter and the friend (ignorant of the 
preparatory rencontre in the maufo- 
leum) were painfully agitated at the 
entrance of Auguftus ; and were, 
Confequently, moft agreeably fur- 
prifed by the air of unconcern they 
each affumed at the fight of each 
other. The Countefs, and Ma- 
dame de Tourville, thought this 
a flattering omen, regarding it as a 
convincing proof that their mutual 
endeavours had, in fome degree, 
vanquiflied a fuccefslefs love. 

When 
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• When the converfatîon became 
gênerai, Julia venturcd to caft her 
eyes upon Auguftus, from whom, 
during thcir interview in the mau- 
foleum, (hc had carefully averted 
them. She was afFedted by the vi- 
fible change in his perfon ; he look- 
ed pale and languid; and fhe could 
difcover, through the difguife of 
temporary vivacity, the real de- 
jedlion of.his fpirits. She found 
awakened fenfibility arife in her 
bofom, and felt confcious, notwith- 
flanding her virtuous conflifts, that 
Auguftus was ftill too interefting 
an objeft. She fecretly, and pain- 
fuUy, regrettcd the fatality that 
brought her into his dangerous 
prefence ; and determined to guard 
P 3 with 
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wkh rcdoubled circumfpedion, the 
avenues of her heart. She bad too 
long been accuftomed to put on 
the femblance of eafe, while her 
ibul was abforbed in forrow, to find 
it difficult cven now to conceal her 
agitations. She had learnt to drefs 
her face in finiles while her mind 
bled with anguifti : gratitude, ho- 
nour, prudence, demanded every 
effort of her refolution. Sadnefs, 
in the prefent circumftance, would 
roufe fufpicions in the breaft of 
the Marquis, and encourage re- 
viving paffion in that of him, who 
ought to think himfelf forgotten 
by her, both for the recovery of his 
happinefs and the delicacy of her 
charaûer. She buried therefore her 

difquietude 
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difquietudc in the rcceflcs of lier 
bofom, — arrayed with fatîsfaâioa 
the cxterior expreffion of her coun-* 
tenance, and, aflfifted by the natu- 
rai fweetnefs of her manncrs, was 
enabled to converfe with artificial 
gaiety. 

When they fat down to fuppor 
the Chevalier placcd himfelf neact 
to MademoifcUe de Neuville ; and 
though he now and then vcnturcd 
to direft a glanée towards the Mar- 
chionefs, yet he wifely judgcd that 
he could better conceal the fenti- 
ments he entertained for her, by 
addrcffing his converfation to Leo- 
nora; and that lovely gîrl, elated 
by his attentions, derived from 
them the moft flattering hopes. 

P 4 The 
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The Marchionefs, who fat op- 
poiîte^ could aot avoid obfervmg 
how much the Chevalier feemed 
cngrofled by Leônora, and was her- 
fclf inclined to believe thîs young 
bcauty wolild become her rival. 
Hcr virtuc approved the transfer 
of his afFeétions ; but her heart felt 
a confcious pang. When flie re- 
coUefted his émotions in the mau- 
foleum, fhe fancied hîm as much 
her flave as ever ; but, when flie 
confidered the grâces of Leonora, 
Ihe thought them fufficiently pow- 
erful to Ihake the conftancy of 
hopelefs love. 

Auguftus retired to his apart- 
ment with an unufual ferenity : the 
refleftion that the idol of his foui 

was 
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was contained under the famé roof 
înfpired his mind widi a foothing fa- 
tisfaâiion — to behold her ! — to hear 
her melodious voîce I — and to in- 
dulge the tranfporting idea that flie 
might ftill honour him with a place 
in her heart — were fenfations too 
delightful to be refifted. But hc 
knew the rigid delicacy of her 
condudt ; and, while ît exalted her 
in his opinion, it determined him 
to (hun, with caution, every word 
or look which could offend her vir- 
tuous referve. Thefe confidera- 
tîons occafioned him to over-aâ his 
part ; and, while he feared to be- 
tray his unfortunate attachment, 
and to incur the difpleafure of the 
Marchionefs, he inadvertentiy în- 

creafed 
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•crcafed the tendernefs of Leonora, 
and flattcred her înto the belief 
that flie wasbecome the objeft of 
his affcaions. 

The next xncrnîng, when the 
Marchionefs rofe from her toilet, 
ihe threw open.her dreffing-room 
window, and perceîved the Cheva- 
lier and Mademoifelle de Neuville 
returning together from the fliady 
grovc which had mifled her fteps 
the preceding evening, 

They feemed engaged in a con- 
verfation which appeared interefting. 
Auguftus was forming a bouquet of 
frefti-gathered flowers, from a bafket 
which hung upon the arm of his 
fair companion. He felefted thp 
moft beautifuJ ; and, binding them 

togecher 
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togcthcr with a knot of ribbands, 
which (hc untied from thc ftrcam- 
ers of her hat, he prefcated it to 
her. L-eonora receivcd it with a 
captivating fmile, and placcd it in 
her bofom. 

l'he Marchionefs turncd from 
thc window, where fhc had conti- 
nued riveted : (he felt an involun* 
tary tear flray down her chcek, 
but wiped it with difdain; and, 
calling to her aid the confcious 
dignity of female pride, (he armcd 
herfelf with an appearance of in- 
différence, vcry remote from her 
heart. She defcended into the gai- 
lery, where breakfaft waited her 
arrivai. When the reft of thc 
party were affembled, thc Chcva- 



f 
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lier and Mademoîfellc de Neuville 
entered: they paid their compliments 
to the Marchionefs; ihe received 
them coldly; and the nofegay at- 
traâing her eyes, flie darted a look 
of contempt upon the innocent 
Leonora. She was confcious of 
her weaknefs, and fecretly reproach- 
ed it : the better to reprefs her 
agitations, fhe afFefted an uncom- 
mon vivacity, which charmed the 
Marquis, and difFufed an univerfal 
gaîety through the circle. 

Auguftus found an opportunity 
of gazing frequently upon his lovely 
mother unperceived : Ihe deîgned 
not to beftow one glance on him, 
but ftudioufly avoided encountering 
his eyes : he thought her more 

beautiful 
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beautlful than cver, and found a 
new fafcination in every heighten» 
ed charm. — When the morning 
repaft was ended. Madame de Se- 
nanges propofed to drive the Mar- 
chionefs through the gardens in her 
cabriole; Ihe affented, and each 
fifter was equally happy to obtain 
an hour's uninterrupted tête à tête. 
Julia took this opportunity of 
confiding with her Henrietta the 
hiftory of the Duchefs de Gra- 
mont; of the afFedting events of 
whîch (h.ewas ignorant. She added 
likewife an account of the ftrange 
fatality which had united her 
to the Marquis. They mutually 
lamented their early lofs, and paid 
the tributary tcar of fympathy to 

the 
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the memory of a beloved ànd un- 
fortuiiatte mothèr. 

The fubjeft of Julia's difap. 
ptfînted hopcs în hct- relinlquîfhcd 
engagement with the too anliable 
Augùftuà was purpofely waved; 
but the Countefs judicioufly hînted, 
by way of préparation for an event 
flie ardently wiflied, that Made- 
moifelle de Neuville was obvioufly 
fenfible of the Chevalier's merits, 
and that he appeared touched with 
a gratitude which promifed warmer 
fentîments. 

The Marchionefs feit confcîous 
of a blulh upon her cheek, and en- 
deavoured to fupprefs the rifing 
figh. She artfuUy, however, evaded 
entering into this new fcheme, by 

enlargirg 
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fûlargîng upon the virtues o( thc 
Marquis, to whofe exalted cha- 
raéter flie did ample juftice. ^— 
Henrietta was delighted to find 
her Julia fo apparent I y refigned to 
her deftiny, and tenderly congra- 
tulated her upon the profpedt of 
tranquil happinefs, wbich feemed 

to promife her more lafting plea- 
fures than even an union of reci- 
procal afFedions could enfure. 

Again the bofom of Julia heavedî 
a gentle figh; but the intruding. 
tear, which would hâve betrayed 
a yet unvanquilhed paffion, was^ 
unobferved by Henrietta. — A feleét 
circle of company were expedted to* 
dine that day at the caille ; and the 
Chevalier, who now no longer 

fought 



C «24 ) 

iboght for the folitude of tHé mau- 
foleum, prepared to appedr, for 
the firft titne, bcforc the Baron de 
Neuville, 

The Marchionefs took unufual 
pains to decorate her charms by 
every ftudied ornament of drefs. 
The pangs of jealoufy were new 
to her: they infpired her with an 
émulation to eclipfe a rival who 
had robbed her of the heart Ihe 
had vainly thought her own. She 
fecretly accufcd her lover of an in- 
conftancy, of which fhe felt her- 
felf incapable. 

When (he had facrificed as much 
time as flie thought due to her 
new-born vanity, fhe met her rival 
with an exulting air. Leonora, 

armed 
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armed for conqueft, appcarcd but 
too lovely ! each look was animat- 
ed with pleafure, and the laugh- 
îng grâces triumphed in her cyes; 
— her attire was clegantly fimpfc, 
and fet ofF, with becoming advan- 
tage, the délicate proportion of 
her figure, and the captivating in* 
nocence of her afpeft. Whcn Au- 
guftus entered, Julia attrafted cvery 
fenfe : her charms, more dazzling 
than the jevvcls which adorned her, 
Jhone with redoubled radiance. 

He flew for refuge to Leonora : 
ftie fmiled with infinuating fweet- 
nefs, and ifixed him near her. His 
vifible attentions were flattering to 
her vanity and her love : flie endea- 
voured to fuit his humour on every 

YOL. I. Q^ occafion: 
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àcCSLÛon : ît was ev^n become na- 
turel to her.to feel her fpîrks in 
iMHon with hî&: evcry émotion of 
a heart overflowing with ienfibility 
varicd in her features : gaiety was 
their prédominant expreflion. But 
a ligh, a look, from the Chevalier, 
could in a moment melt them into 
- tendernefs. 

The Marchionefs could not but 
obferve (what was indeed fufficiently 
apparent to ail) that Auguftus and 
Leonora were totally cngrofled by 
each other : her pride was morti- 
fied, her love was wounded; but 
flie roufed her inborn dignity to 
aid her in fupporting his incon- 
ftancy with indifférence. As fhe 
was moving down the room, to pay 

her 



1 
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her compliments to fome of tkt 
Company, her robe accidentaUy 
caught in the Chevalier's buckle: 
he turned haftily round to difen- 
gage it ; and, approaching her to 
apologize, in a low and tremulouk 
voice,— ** May I hope, Madam,* 
faid he, " that the cautious con- 
*' duft I now obferve îs fuch as 
*^ your fcrupulous delicacy ap- 
*^ proves?"— ** I am happy, Sir» to 
** find/' replied the Marchionefs 
with a haughty air, " the tafk I im- 
** pofed lefs difficult than 1 imaglh- 
** ed; but Mademoifelie de Neù- 
•' ville's attradions are, it muft bè 
*^ confefled, irrefiftibly powerfùl/' 
With thefe words Ibe moved from 
0^2 hitii, 
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hlm, tcn thoufand fires darting from 
his exprcffive eyes. 

The Chevalier was at a lofs to în^ 
terpret this addrefs, or to account 
for the hauteur with which it was 
pronôunced ; but his diffidence în- 
tlined him to fuppofc he had of- 
fended her by the prefumption of 
touching upon a {libjeâ: flie had 
prohibitcd ; and hc thought redour 
bled attentions to Leonora would 
mitigate her difpleafure. 

The Marquis and the Baron de 
Neuville renewed that day an 
acquaintance commenced in the 
early period of their lives, having 
ferved together in feveral canir 
paîgns. They complimented each 
"other upon their children : the Baron 

approved 
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approved the Chevalières figure and 
addrefs : the Marquîs extoUed the 
grâces of Leonora ; and from that 
period a reciprocal idea of cernent- 
ing an union bctween their families 
took place in the heart of each 
parent. 

The difcompofure of the Mar- 
chionefs, when (he reflefted upon 
the fource from whence it fprung, 
felt a confiderable incrcafe. Shc 
rcpented the feverity with which 
ftie had anfwered the Chevalieri 
and reproached thofe fentiments 
which now appeared unworthy of 
her* When retired to her clofet (he 
called herfelf to a fevcre acçount^ 
A weak unpardonable jealoufy had 
for fome moments obfcured the 
0^3 virtues 
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armed for conquelt» appeared but 
too lovely ! each look was animat- 
ed with pleafure^ and the laugh- 
îng grâces triumphed in her cyes; 
— her attire was clegantly fimpk, 
and fet ofF, with becoming advan- 
tage, the délicate proportion of 
her figure, and the captivating in* 
nocence of her afpeft. Whcn Au- 
guftus entered, Julia attrafted cvery 
fenfe : her charms, more dazzling 
than the jevvcls which adorned her, 
Jhone with redoubled radiance. 

He flew for refuge to Leonora : 
Ihe fmiled with infinuating fweet- 
nefs, and JFixed him near her. His 
vifible attentions were flatterîng to 
her vanity and her love : flie endea- 
voured to fuit his humour on every 

YOL. I. Q^ occafion: 
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at.tbeGbatcau de Solfions preferred 
rctîrement, at that of Senanges be- 
came the promoter of feftivity. 
She found herfelf, when engaged 
in Company, moft fecurc from dan- 
ger ; and ihc yielded to diffipation 
to prefcrve her more efFeftually 
from thc convcrfe of Auguflius. 
The Chevalier, from the flxidt 
guard the Marchionefs kept over 
her conduft, and the apparent tran- 
quUUty of her mind, began to be- 
lieve that her fentiments in hîs fa- 
vour were effaced : and the win- 
ning attentions fhe conflantly paîd 
to. the Marquis confirmed him in 
the idea that gratitude and^^uty 
had yielded her affeAions. to a huf- 
band.fo truly amiable :— heepvied 

not 
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»ôt the happincfs of fuch a fathcr/ 
but breiathcd thc lîgh of regret to 
the memory of that tendernefs 
which Julia once confcflcd for her 
Auguftus. 

The Marquis de Soiflbns, upon 
his arrivai at Senanges^ had marked 
the dejeétion of Auguftus : at firft 
he conceîved an opinion that hîs 
fécond marriage had occafioned 
fome difpleafure from interefted 
motives; but juftice to the well- 
known fentiments of his fon, added 
to a more minute obfcrvation, 
changed hîs îdeas. He foon dif- 
covered that love was the fourcc 
of that chagrin; yct was he far 
from fufpeéting its real objeft. 
Leonora's beauty and attrapions 

naturally 
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naturally poîndng her out as the 
4Dharmcr of lus afïfeâions, be con- 
cluded, that the Cheralicr'B diffi- 
dence of bis fether's approbarion, 
or that of the Baron de Neuville, 
might difeouragc his hopes of 
iuccefs, and confequently retard a 
propofal, npon the acceptance of 
which depended his future happî- 
nefs. The Marquis lov^d Auguf- 
tus too tenderly nôt to be fdiicitous 
to promote his wifhes. He had 
ever been libéral in his allowance; 
and had referved for him, at his 
death, an ample fhare of fortune, 
fufficient to authorize the offer of 
his hand wherever the choice of his 
heart direded hîm. He obferved, 
therefore, with pleafure, the atten- 
tion 



ùon of bis feu to Leonora ; and^ 
dçceived into -a fcelief that they 
were infpired by love, aiawi tbat a 
mutual partialky fubfifted in their 
hearts, he rejoiced at the profpeft 
of an union fo likely to be pro- 
pitious. He menrioned hîs fu^i- 
çions to the Marchionefs, adding, 
that he judged fo highly of the 
merits and endowments oi Made- 
moifelle de Neuville, as to believ^ 
bcr worthy of Auguftus. He pro- 
çeeded fo far as to requeft the Mar- 
chionefs would propofc to bis fon. 
a marriagç fo ehgible j and to af- 
fure bim that, if Leonora was thei 
objed of bis wifhes, be mightde^ 
pend upon the fanétion and con- 
currence of bis fathen. 

This 
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Thîs wâs a délicate circumftancc 
for Julîa} but her prudence and 
fefolutlon vanquîÛied the fecret 
ôbjeôiôns ôf her mind, ànd Ihe 
undertook to plead the caufe of 
rival beau t y în a heart which had 
once been fo tenderly attached to 
her ; and, confcîous that his union 
with another would ftrengthen her 
rcfignation, and fortîfy her duty, 
ihe determined to leave no plea un- 
urged that could perfuade hîm to 
ofFer his vows to Leonora. Shc 
feized the prefent moment of he- 
roic virtue to exécute her arduous 
tafk, left the foft pleadings of re- 
membered love (hould intercept 
her great refolves, and melt her 
into weaknefs. 

She 



I 



( «37 ) 

' She had feen Auguftus, wrai5t 
în apparent contemplation, defcend 
the ileps into the garden : thlther 
Ihe foUowed, and traced him to 
the grove facred to their former 
loves. He was flanding fixed, 
with folded arms ; as ihe advanced, 
he beheld her with fuprife : accuf- 
tomed to fee the Marchionefs ftu- 
diouily avoid him, how was his 
aftonilhment increafed whcn Ihe 
approached : he furveyed in filent 
awe and admiration her beauteous 
form — Julia looked vifibly em- 
barrafled ; her countenance was 
imprèfled with tendernefs and pity,, 
and, while a blufh animated her 
■ cheek, ihe thus addrelTed him. 
'^ I corne, Chevalier, to requîre a 

** proof 
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^' proof of that influence jou ohcc 
*^ flattered me I badobïttiTOd ovô: 
f^ your bçart/'— ** And iiever^ ne- 
^^ ver,*' replicd he ^kh emotiwi, 
" can that eternal empire ct>afe-^ 
*' command me, Madam> and I will 
•^ obey you, çven at the hazar^ 
" of my devoted life !''— A paufc 
cnfucd : at lengtb, fupprelEng a 
rifing figh, the Marchîonefs pro- 
ceeded — ^' It is to render that Hfe 
*^ happy, and to recompenfe your 
^^ virtues, that I now comply with 
*^ the earneft requeft of your re- 
*^ fpefted father. Leonora de Neu- 
^^ ville is not infenfible to the 
*^ merits of Auguftus; (he is wor- 
*^thyofyou; rewardher with your 
*^ heart, and with the ofier of your 

*^ hand : 
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^' hand \ complète her felicity and 
" fecure your owiu'* 

Her words died upon her tongue, 
and (he ceafed» wbile her whole 
frame was agitated by the violence 
of her efforts. " Ah, Madam/' 
returned the Chevalier in a mourn- 
fui accent, " and îs it from your 
" mouth, that I am condemned to- 
*^ hear fuch a propofal ! Why, cruel 
^ Julia, will you aggravate my 
*^ wretchednefs ? Is it poflible the 
'^ manwho has been once your flave 
*^ (hould hâve a heart to beftow 
** upon another? — A hcart irrevo» 
** cably yours !" — " Say not irrevo* 
*^ cably. Chevalier,^' interrupted the 
Marchionefs, " refleft that a blâme- 
^^ able conftancy for her who never 

** can 
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** can bc yours îs unavailing, and, 
** if cheriihedy criminal ! — remem- 
'** bcr thc wife of your father, is eter- 
** nally loft to you,— Turn thenyour 
^* eycs whcre blooming charms, 
*^ whcre gentlc gratitude, and guilt- 
^* lefi love, (hould lead you. — Let 
" Iw^eonora fupplant in your affec- 
** tions the wedded Julià, — and 
" fufFer hcr at leaft to be the witnefs 
^* and promoter of your happinefs, 
a — whom fate permit tcd not to be 
" the reward of your conftancy ! — 
'^ by ail thofe vows which once uni- 
^^ tôd our affedtions — by your filial 
*^ duty — let me conjure you to 
*« efpoufe her !*' — ^' l leave you, 
" Chevalier; — weigh well my argu • 
^^ ments, — may they prevail, and 

'* authorize 
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•^ aiithorize me to bcar thc htppy 
'^ tidings to your father ; -^ when 
^* next we mcet, let your compli* 
^* ancc crown his wiihcs." 

Intruding tears were rufliing thro* 
her eyes : — Ihe turncd prccîpitately 
from him : — he made no effort to 
detain her ; but with his looks pur- 
fued her, tîll the wîndings of thc 
grove concealed her from hîi vîew 
—her form had vanHhed, but her 
fweet voice ftill founded în his earst 
— he threw himfelf upon a feat, 
and remained buried in thought :-^ 
cach accent Ihe had uttered dweît 
on his imagination. Leonôra' ap- 
peared to his idea, and aided her 
pétition — to receivc her from the 
hand of Julia féemed to exalt her 

VOL. I. R worth, 



woi1&> and hdghtcn hcr â.ttraâ:ion* 
The artkfs marks Mademoifelle de 
NeiiVille had^veahim of her partîa- 
lity, had impreiTed him with grate- 
f\A ieûdfments ; and he began gène- 
roufly to confider that the oflfèr of 
hfîs hand was due to the facrifice of 
her afFeiftîons.-^— JuKa was loft to him 
for ever ! — and hope was now no- 
niorc l — In this prophious mo- 
ment, Leonora, returning from the 
éxtremity of the grove, fuddenly 
appeared, as (he advanccd from a 
winding turn. — The fight of Au- 
guftus fafcinated her fteps. — She 
marked the expreflion of his coun- 
tenance, prepared to accoft him eî- 
ther with the echoing figh, or the 
refponfive fmile.- — The penfive Che- 
valier 
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vtWtr ftarted wben he pcrceivcd 
her. — Leonora bkrfhed^ a{)ologtzcd 
for having intriftSed upon hîs mé- 
ditations, and was moviiig onwatd> 
hcr eyes fuffufed with tears, whcn 
thc Chevalier, touched by hcr émo- 
tion, and refpeflrfuUy taking her 
hand, placed her by hîm. — The 
împreffions of hîs heart were- fii- 
vourable to the wiflies of the Mar- 
chîoncfs. " The charmîng Leo- 
nora," faid Auguftus, *' was herfelf 
** the fweet objed of my contem- 
*^ plat ions. Ycs, Madam, your ad«» 
^* mirable perfedions, and gentle 
" virtucs, hâve triumphed over a 
** paffion the moft tender ! you hâve 
^* known the fituationofmy heart; 
R 2 ** you 
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*' you are not ignorant that it has 
^^ fclt for another the ardent pangs 
** of unfuccefsful love ! — if then 
*^ y ou can deign to accept ail its 
** remaining fenfibility, let me 
*' prevail on y ou to receive the 
^* hand of Soiflbns ; and fufFer me 
** to aflure y ou that Leonora alone 
^^ could hâve effefted this change 
** in my aifeAions : — permit me to 
" requeft your father's {anftîon, — 
'^ mine has already granted hîs 
*^ concurrence ; fay, — may I not 
** hope that gentle pîty, which 
** has fo often (hared and foothed 
^' my forrows, may awaken in your 
^' bofom warmer fentiments !'" The 
eyes of Mademoifelle de Neuville 
were timidly bent upon the ground: 

and 
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and, though (he had flattered her- 
felf that the Chevalier regarded her 
with fome dcgree of préférence, 
yet (he felt herfelf totally unprc- 
pared for fo fudden a propofal. 

At length her voice found utter- 
ance. " If/' faid (he, " the unrival- 
^^ ed poflfeflîon of this feeling heart 
" can be of moment to the reftor- 
'^ atîon of your happinefs,— it is 
" y ours — and only yours ! — Inca- 
** pable of artifice, and fuperior to 
" difguife, I acknowledge ît not 
** infenûble to your worth ; — paint 
" then the grâces and perfeétions 
<« of that diftinguifhed fair, whofe 
" charms could boaft the envied 
*« conqueft of your firft afFedtions, 
" that, by an imitation of hervir- 
R 3 ^^ tues. 
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V* tues, I may deferve at leaft the 
^^ cpntinuance of your love ! — If 
^f then parental approbation crowns 
^* your fuit, rceeive the promifed 
** handof LeoBorai.**— She exten4^ 
ed it with unafl[ëâ«4 ingenuopfnefs. 
— Auguftus tenderly prcflSng k ta 
his lips— *^^ Be it mine,** rctumed 
he> ** faifeft of women, to merit by 
*' my gratitude this generous frank- 
** nefs. My life (hall be devot- 
** ed to yout hàppinefs : — nor 
^ let thât gentle bofom fear a fu- 
** ture rival în the affcftions hc de- 
^* dicates to you, — Thofe chartns, 
** whicH could hâve power to fub- 
^'^ due a fifft împrefïion,inuft maîn- 
^' tain a lafting empire, over my 
fi-heatt/'— 
^ ■ • ' ^ The 
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The Countefs, Marchionefs, and 
Madame de Tourville, appeared at 
this decifive moment advancing 
through the grove. — MademoîfeUc 
de Neuville rofe to meet them ; her 
new lover foUowed her, — Julîa 
avoided the eyes of Anguftus, but 
in thofe of Leonora fought the 
confirmation of her hopes : — the 
mingled confufion and obvîou§ fa- 
tisfadtion that animated the çoun- 
.tenance of this young beauty prov- 
ed that her tête à tête with Mon- 
iîeur de Soiflbn^ had been intereH- 
ing. As they entered the caftlc^ 
Julia loitered in the portico, undg: 
pretence of gathering a bunch 9f 
orange flowers ; — the Chevalier, 
ilepping back, féized this oppor- 
R 4 tunity 
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tunîty of uttering the foUovving 
words : 

** Madam, you are obeyed, 
** the offercd hand of Soiflbns is 
** accepted ! — The heart, alas ! 
** which Ihould âccompany ît, 
** was not his to give ! — But you 
^^ are every way irrefiftible — 
^^ even in your cruelties; and I 
** fubmit to the chains which you 
'' impofe !'' 

The Marchionefs was prevented 
anfwering, by the approach of his 
father, to whom Auguftus gave 
place. As the Marquis afcended 
the flight of fteps, ihe turned to 
him ; and though (he felt an invo- 
luntary pang from the Chevalier's 
confeflîon, yet, concealing her 

émotion. 
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cmotîon, " My Lord/' faîd (he, 
^* I hâve difchargcd the commif- 
'* fion with which you deigned to 
^* honour me. — Your fon, happy 
" that ypur approbation fandtifies 
*^ his choice, has breathed to Ma- 
*' demoifelle de Neuville accepted 
* * vows ; and the concurrence of the 
'* Baron alone is wanting to com- 
** plete their mutual wifhes."— - 
She waited not for a reply, but 
rulhed into the liall, to conceal 
the tears which, in défiance of ail 
her fortitude, ftarted into her eyes. 
—Leonora met her at the entrance; 
but, fuU of the flattering déclara- 
tion flie had fo recently received, 
ftie paffed wîthout obferving her ; 
and fortunately icfc the Marchio- 

nefs 
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nefs at liberty to recovei 
tion before ftie proceer 
faloon, whcrcthcrcftof 
were affcmbled. 

The Marquis havinp 
ately congratulated Axkf 
his fuccefs with Leonor 
ing her defcending into 
quîtted him with a fn 
that he refigned him to 
terefting companion. 
able father now haftcr 
munîcatc to the Count 
tefs the recîprocai an- 
attachment of the yo 
They exprefled the fea 
took in this event, and 
îiim upon the happy 
his fon. Madame de & 
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a tcnder look upon her fifter, wko, 

«ddrefllng the Marquis, urged him, 
with an earncftnefs that did her 
honour, to lofe no time in propof* 
Ing the alliance to the Baron de 
Neuville.— The Count promifed to 
attend the Marquis the fucceeding 
moroing to propofe and fettle the 
preliminary articles. — When the 
blufliing Leonora cntered with her 
now acknowledged lover. Madame 
deSoifTons advanced ; and, taking 
her afleftionately by thchand, ex- 
preffed, with peculiar grâce and 
fweetnefs, her joy upon the occa* 
fion. — Auguftus appeared vifihly 
agitated, but exerted every effort 
to be gay. He did not venturç 
to point Que look at the Marchio- 

nefsji 
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nefs, — he Ihunned the dangerous 
foftnefs of her eyes, and refolutely 
determined to fîx ail his attentions 
on his fair miftrefs. 

The Baron de Neuville received 
with joy the propofals of the Mar- 
quis. — And, as the latter expref- 
ed an anxiety to be witnefs of 
this defired union beforc his re- 
turn to Soiflbns, immédiate pré- 
parations were made for the ce- 
remony. 

The day after the fuccefs of this 
hymeneal treaty, as Julia was pen- 
fively feated in her dreffing-room, 
the Marquis entered: — he traverfed 
the apartment with agitated fteps, 
without appearing to regard her ; 
a glow of difpleafure lovvered upon 

the 
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the brow which had ever till thac 
moment been imprefled with bene- 
volencc and gentlenefs. Unaccuf- 
tomed to his frown, Julia was fciz- 
ed with a tranfient dread that fome 
mifreprefentatîon of her conduft, 
from a fecret enemy, had injured 
her in his opinion ; but, approach- 
ing him with ail the dignîty of 
confcious innocence, and a look of 
ineffable fweetnefs, (he entreated 
him (unlefs he thought her curio- 
fity too prefumptuous) to dépolît 
in her participating bofom the évi- 
dent difquietude of his. His fea- 
tures inftantly varied to an expref- 
fion of the utmoft tendernefs : " Oh 
*' my Julia,*' he replied, *^ I am 
*' deeply wounde.d ; the honour of 

^' my 
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«« my fatnily has receivcd a flab 
** from him ivho ought Co Aipport 
^* it wkh hh life ! — my foa has 
^* brought difgrace lapon hknfelf 
^* and on his father." T^rror and 
furprife fpokc in the fcatures of 
the Marchionefs, and expreffed 
themfelves în the foUowing excla- 
mation : " Ah, Sifj ypur Ton !— ^can 
** the amiable Auguftus hâve fbr- 
*^ feîted his title to your affeftion^ 
*^ believe it not; fome cruel de- 
*^ ceiverhas traduced his blamelefs 
" charafter/' — '' No;" returned 
the Marquis, fighing ; ^* it is not 
^^ Auguftus who caufcs my diftrcfs ; 
'^ he never gave me a momentary 
^^ anxiety, but for his happinefs. 
*^ The Count, my elder fon, (who, 
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•* cvcn from his infancy, has 
** planted thorns upon my pillow)^ 
'^ forgetful of his birth, his duty^ 
*^ and his famé, purfuea the path 
^^ of ruin and difgrace. Hc has, 
^ under the borrowed name of 
" love, feduced from a convent 
^ the daughter Cff a wealthy mer- 
'^ chant placed there for educa- 
*^ tion. Her heart-broken father 
^^ has applicd to me for vengeance, 
*^ or redrefs, with an ardour expref- 
^^ five of the anguifli of his mind. 
** They hâve hitherto efcaped ail 
" fearch, and remain concealed 
** in fome fequeftered fpot, if yct 
" in France :-^but, by heaven ! if 
*' he does her not juftice, by im- 
^ médiate marriage, never will t 

^' admit 



( «5« ) 
^' admit him more into my pre^ 
V fence, nor his unworthy tHDther, 
'^ whoy I am infermed, was ûder 
** and abettor in hh guilt**' 

Ji^ fclt fo. powcrfuUy relîeved, 
by the affurancc that Auguftus was 
not the objeét of the Marquises re- 
fentment, that (he found herfelf 
enabled to plead the caufe of his 
offending (on with fome degree 
of fucceis. She calmed the firfl: 
émotions of his anger, entreating 
him not to yield to an opinion that 
the young Count would abandon 
the woman of his choice, and 
whofe expefted inheritance of large 
pofleffions might probably hâve 
been the firft foundation of his at- 
tachment, fince wealth was the ac^ 

knowledged 



^ 



( 257 ) 

knowledged paflion of his fouU 
The Marquis was charmed wîth 
herbenevolentcompaffion for a fon 
unworthy of it, and who had treat- 
ed them both, fince their marriagc, 
with the moft culpable negleâr. 
He promifed, in compliance with 
her requeft, to difpatch a letter 
to the Count's hôtel, (which would 
doubtlefs be forwarded to the fu- 
gitives by fome fecrçt emiflary), 
enforcing their immédiate union, 
which Ihould then be followed by 
parental pardon, and a cordial ré- 
ception at Soiflbns, whenever the 
Count chofe to prefent Madenioi- 
felle de Sancerre as his bride. 
The Marquis, with this approvcd 
détermination, fought Monfieur de 
VOL I. S Senanges, 
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Sfeninges^ to impart to bîm thoCc 

geû^rouspropoildoas ; and to con-- 

cert xneafures for the difcovery of 

tbeir retreat. This amiable parent 

^dreifed likewife an immédiate 

ktter ta the dîfconfolate father of 

tfae younglady, confoling hinvwith 

the hopes of reftoring to him foon^ 

his darling daughter, whom he 

would himfelf receive with cordL- 

ality as the wife of his fon. A few 

days after thefe occurrences, the 

Marquis was rendered in fome de- 

gree fatisfied by the intelligence 

that the Count had publicly ac- 

knowledged his marriage with Ma- 

demoifelle de Sancerre : by a few 

imperîous Unes he notified to his 

father this event, adding, that he 

thought 
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thought himfelf juftified In a choice 
uncqual to bis birth^ from the ex* 
ample fêt him by a parent, who, 
though in the décline of life, had 
becn impellcd by an irrefiftîble paf- 
fion, to unité himfelf to a woman 
not inferior indeed in family and 
rank, but of an âge to render the 
alliance totally ill-judged. 

This infolent farcafm had its na- 
tural effeft upon a generous mînd, 
The indignity ofFcrcd to himfelf 
he regardcd with the contcmpt it 
merited, but the rcfledion caft on 
the Marchionefs, by drawing a pa- 
rallel between her and Mademoi- 
felle de Sancerre, roufed him to 
fome fenfe of rcfentment. As that 
fubfidedi wounded fenfibilîty fuc« 
S 2 ceeded; 
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ceeded; and he bewaîled the hard- 
nefs and ingratitude of a heart 
iijapable of fuch depravity of fenti- 
'aient! — he confided his griefs in 
,thj& breaft of Monfieur de Senan- 
ges, whpfe ftrength of judgment 
âdd impartial friendihip tnade him 
?à.defirabte advifer. — He entreated 
}the Marquis to affeâ: a total indif- 
férence to* the conduét of his fon, 
" Alasr.replied he — " it muft 
' ^^ indeed be an affumed infenfibi- 
;*Mity! — I feel like a father and 
*^ a man ! — depravity of manners 
f^ and corrupted.morals in a child 
*^ are fources of njifery to the hu- 
** ra^n heart! — but, Count, what- 
" ever are jny fuffexings, I will not 
-** wound the .bpfom of the moft 

y perfea 
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** pcrfcft of womcn wîth my una- 
^* vaîling regrets, or damp the ap- 
*• proaching fcftivity by a brow of 
•* care!"— *^ May your Auguftus/* 
returned Monfieur de Senangcs» 
•* whofe virtues are as exetnplary 
" as the vices of his brothers are a- 
** trocîous, make you fome amenda 
*' for the difappointmcnt of your 
^' hopes in them, and render your 
^* future life moft happy/* — The 
entrance of the Countefs changod 
the fubjedt to that of the hymencal 
préparations for the union of Léo- 
nora and Auguftus. 

When the decîfivc day wns fixed. 

Madame de Tourvillc tenderlyquef- 

tioned the Marchîonefs, whc ther (he 

could be fufficiemly miftrcfs of hcr 

S 3 fcclings 
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fediiigs €o be a (peâarar of cbe ap^ 
praachingceremooy^«-*Juiia|&ûiig 
a look of cilm detcrmmatitQii on 
her friepd, accotnpaoicd by a faint 
fmilc, — ^* You ikùe ktiow/' faki 
îhe» *• thc cxtent of «!bat empire 
^^ I bave bcea tnablcd to obtaia 
^ ova: n^ pwa bcart!*'— *^ Hca- 
*• ven/' continuod Ihc» nûfing bcr 
cxpreffive eycs, " bas Touchâfcel 
^* to hear my fervent prayer; k 
•* has affifted my fmcere endea* 
*^ vours to vanquiih a ferrfibîlity 
*^ inconfiftent wich the facred cha- 
'* ra<fler of awife! — what would 
•* my abfcnce, on this occafion, 
•^ împly, but a diftruft of myiêlf 
** to thofe who hâve known my 
^' weaknefs, — and lo him who 

** caufcd 
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^ duîed ît, — a£C!tfefticni8''aV(nra 
-^ o{ \ti contmuancc>-*My coi- 
** rage, in every event of ihy Kfé, 
^^ has fiipportcd me through its 
** trials, nôr m\\ ît now forfike 
'< me— Ihe who côifld yîdd to the 
** fathèr hcr Ycluftant hand, îs 
** capable ôf beHoWlng ( wîthout 
*• an emotîôft «nworthy of her) 

* *• tlie vows of his fon dèvoted to 

• ^^ atiôther i — Aûguftus has becn 
*' long eternalîy loft to me ; ai>d 
*rfliâlll. regret that he has once 

,/f ^ morè a yiew. olF jfocial felîcity î-^ 
' " May the unfortunate affeftîon hc 
,^*^ once bçre tp me. be transferrcd 
, "tp the, happîer Leonora — and, 
V.oM ..may ihe reward his vir» 
i/^^tue»! and love him with an at- 
S 4 ^^ûchment 
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^^ tachmeot (brong as that of Julia 
^^ would hâve been had &te de- 
'* creed our union. — Biefs them 
" all-gracious Providence !** (fînk- 
ing on her knees, and clafping her 
upiifted hands) " Crown them wîth 
** encreafing benefits ! — may their 
^^revolving years be winged with 
'* added joys! and every halcyon 
*f day be dearer than the paft !*' 

The animation of her feelings 
had fo exhaufted her^ that (he funk 
upon a fofa, where a foft ftiower of 
tears relieved her opprefled heart. 

Madame de Tourville beheld, 
with admiration, the heroîc vîrtue 
of her exalted Julia, who foon re- 
covered from her émotions, and 
appeared again reftored to calm re- 

flcftion 
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ilcélion and fcrene content.— A few 
days previous to the ceremony thc 
Marchiônefs prefented, at her lord's 
requeft, a fet of fine jewels to Léo- 
nora, which fhc received with vifi-* 
ble delight.. 

The Countcfs found her quitc 
abforbed in contemplating thefe 
glittering ornaments: and having 
remarked, for fome days, that her 
young heart feemed intoxicated with 
the flattering profpeâs that fur- 
rounded her, fhe took this oppor- 
tunity of gently cautioning her 
condudl upon her approaching en* 
trance into life. 

Leonora blufhed, but thanked 
her for fo kind a mark of friend • 

ihip 
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iUp wkh aa indifférence tiiat provcd 
it irkfome and unwelcome. 

Henriecca difcoYçred^ with con*k 
cem, that &ere was a Yoladlity in 
lier compofition which did not pro- 
mife thofe attentions to propriété (b 
necefliury in à femâle eharafter-— 
che innocence of her mind, as yet, 
howerer untaînted by thé world^ 
made het hope much frôm her 
tnqueftîoned attachment to Au- 
guftus; and flie flattered herfelf 
that the natural tendernefs of her 
difpofitîon would counteraâ: the 
împulfes of prîde, and the dan- 
gerous allurements of vanîty. 

Mademoifelle de Neuville attend- 
«d her father to his houfe the day 
preceding that fixed upon for her 

marriage^ 
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marriagCi and her noble friendsweit 
to accompany the Chevalier to the 
Baron 's at the appointed hour« 

Julîa had avoided every oppor* 
tunity of meeting the Chevalier 
alone, fince (he had prevailed upon 
him to ofier his hand to Leonora : 
but, upon the nuptial mom^ he 
furprifed her by his appearance in 
the Countefs's drefling-room, who 
had quitted her but a moment be* 
fore to feek for the Count in the 
adjoîqing library,— he enrcred with 
a gloomy air; and, cafting round his 
eyes, he perceived the Marchionefs 
in a penfive attitude, rcclined upon 
a fofa — Ihe ftarted — blulhed •— 
turned pale-^and could not conceal 
the etident tumult of her mind — he 

fixed 
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fixed upon her a penetrating look— 
and a figh ijQTued from his bofom-^ 
at length, în a faultering accent, he 
broke filencé with thefe words : 

^^ This day, Madam, obedient 
^^ to your commands, I become a 
" flave ! — the prefent hour is the 
*^ laft of my liberty,— and, oh ! 
^^ lovelieft of women ! to be juft 
*^ to Leonora, the image of Julia 
" muft be banîflied from my 
*^ breaft ! — the cruel fentence pafled 
** from your refiftlefs lips — ît con- 
*^ demned my hand to bondage 
^^ and my heart to felfehood ! — 
^^ while my vows were not another's, 
*' ît was no crime to love you ; — i 
^^ my foui ftill free, was guiltlefs în 

adoring 
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^^ adoring y ou ! — but now, that the 
*^ hourof captivity approaches, my 
*' fatal paffion fhould expire ! — 
^^ Yet, alas, interwoven with my 
** deftiny, ît can end but wîth my 
"life!'* — The Marchionefs was 
ftrongly afFefted — (he looked un- 
uttcrablewoc ! and melted into tcars 
— he faw her émotion, and, finking 
on his knees, his anxiety to reltorc 
her peace of mind brought reafon 
to his aid.—- " Pardon, pardon," 
crîed he, ^* angelic Julia, the pre- 
^* fumptuous Soiflbns ! — Oh hear 
*' him, when he fwears to wound 
** your ears no more with his un- 
^^ hallowed paffion ! — Your divine 
f* example ftiall enfure my grati- 
^^ tude and conftancy to the wife 

whom 
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*' whom you haye chofeû mè (-^ 

** farewell — whcn next wc mect 

*^ it will be at the altar^— ^there you 

*• (hall be witncrs to thc mutual 

^^ vows that unit€ my future dcfliny 

*^ to Leonora i honour and virtue 

*^ ûiall fecure my faith and fanâify 

*' the wiU of heaven/* — He arofe-^ 

theMarchionefs ftniled approbation 

through her tears, and had ônly 

time to utter thefe words befi)rc the 

Countefs entered. — "Go then, 

*^ Chevalier, be virtuous, and be 

*^ happy ! — go, — and, by your at- 

•^ tachment to fo amiable a bride, 

*' render yourfelf worthy the con- 

*^ queft of her heart !'* 

At the appointed hour the nup- 
tial cavalcade arrived at the Baron 

de 
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de Neuville's» who wdcomed them 
with a father^s heart-felt joy. Hc 
led his blooming daughter to Au* 
guftus^ afluringhim that the gifc 
he then prefented was the moft 
precious gift he could beftow* 
Auired by the hand of élégance» 
and glowing witfa radiant beauty, 
fiie looked enchantingly lovely^ 
The Chevalier receivcd the hand 
©f Leonora with a look of refpefl:- 
ftil tendemefs; and, leading her 
to the altar, pronounced thofe 
vows he was determîned moft fa- 
credly to folfil. A fuperb enter- 
tainment fucceeded the nuptîal cc- 
rcmony ; the delighted Baron dif- 
tinguifticd the day by cvery de- 
monftration of joy : in theevening 

thc^. 
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the Marquis and Marefaion^s i«-' 
tiimed wïth the Count and Côun- 
tefs to Senanges, having promifed 
the Chevalier and hls fair bfidjEf 
to be earlyin the renewal of their 
vifiu Not a day during the fol- 
lowing week pafied without this 
illuftrious party meeting either at 
the Count*s or Baron 's, till the 
moming arrîved which was fixed 
for the departure of the Marquis 
and Marchionefs de Soiflbns. Hen- 
rietta and Julia feparated with their 
ufual regret; but the latter re- 
turned toher caille, better refigned 
to her deftiny than (lie had quitted 
ît; perfuaded that the Chevalier 
was united to a woman who adored 
him, and who feemed formed to 

makc 




( ^73 ) 

make him happy : (he endeavoured 
to acquire from thefe refleâions a 
flrengthencd confolation : ihe at- 
tempted to efface from her hcart 
the remembrance diat he had once 
been her lover : alas ! fhe but de« 
ceived herfelf by an idéal conqueft 
over an attachaient which could 
ceafe alone with her exiilence. 
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